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Taylor Grazing Act/Grazing Service 
Reminiscences 


This paper is based on the reminiscences of a group of former Grazing Service 
personnel who met in Phoenix Arizona March 5, 1971.and was recorded on tape. 
The participants were: 


Ferry Carpenter, Marvin Clemme, Harold Buback, Francis Riorden, Palmer 
Shiele, Russ Penny, Harley Mc Dowell, Joe Fallini, Howard Beehler, Luster 
Brooks, Warren Sholes, C.F. Dierking and Martin Buzan. 


The tape was recently recovered and it was transcribed by Annette Jameson a 
retired BLM Realty Specialist. Jeff Holdren the Chief of Lands, Realty & 
Cadastral of the Arizona State Office sent it to me. 


BLM Library 
Denver Federal Center 
Bidg. 50, OC-521 
P.O. Box 25047 
Denver, CO 80225 










, < t= ‘ 
T Ord We ; ‘ 4 “ ry aN : ? 
4 relly et! Ss He ems -) 
' “ » 7 
Vee ae te 8 
‘. hi . ‘ Phi Be ae 
' i ‘e yeiy on oe Ree ih 
“| re . \ i> Ys re Oh Na } 
1 Vid a; Oy awe 
} “ae a ca 
, , en rn) URE Se | 
4 " ct a +" 
Pa root oe ae a 
‘ aul i “ka 
;  # Pea tH ) 
; ‘. wk 
« j \ > 7 x 
¢ y my Te, 
‘ he’ | 
yt, i ea a) ceny 
; ; j ’ het 
i : v1 
' y ¥ 
a ; i. } ‘ 48 Wn . i 
, “ ’ ‘ ¥ ‘ae es ay jee 


Oe pe yd ai <deniehy Fie 
Trueman thet ceuthen hades " Fi dae a 


x ites she / 


i 


"ny .| * ho 5 S ot " bal 
i e a Th ane 


? pn Wie mem ie i, We “ 
; si et , he inlet he BN eee Ae : 
ar a vote FOR REE, ae 40 oe Bie i dans ey Ag 
Jamey tt a % Ruhie ; Wh als 
wt) Tone oe ies phi tants ee 5 


‘f vs tt 





\ woe 
+ 1 ’ yt 5 
- ihe 
. ro ety 
‘ Tab 
ay ‘ sft , ,| 
y wy ‘ ri 
\ ji A 
ade 
Tata ; sate “% fo 
P A : vay] ‘ 
p , iG ee | Pa i st 
n Pd hye 
r : rt 
at : 
hl 
py 
/ 
j ‘ 
| a 
, 
‘ } 
_ ” 
. 4 
1 4 i 4 ’ 
< 
be 
J . 
4 >, 
- é 
es oh 
el s av ’ f 
. f ae 
Wisi, ii 
‘) Pig ee 
: : t a - 
Cad ra Nig 
3 { ; 
ut 
% » 4 
y Ld 4 
® of 4 
ia 
4 oe ‘ ’ : 
, _ * ‘y “i 
: 4 
‘ 
' 
; 
: t Fy 
A ‘ 


ay, 


cabs i e 





ah 
er 


sh 
“F 
a 


TAYLOR GRAZING ACT 


A meeting was held in the Frontier Room of the Adams Hotel, 
Phoenix, Arizona, on the 5th day of March, 1971, commencing at 
1:00 o’clock p.m. on said day. 


Present were: Mr. Farry Carpenter, Mr. Marvin Klemme, Mr. Harold 
Burback, Mr. Francis Riordan, Mr. Palmer Schiele, Mr. Joseph T. 
Fallini, Mr. Howard Beehler, Mr. Russ Penny, Mr. Harvey McDowell, 
Mr. Luster Brooks, Mr. Warren Sholes, Mr. C. F. Dierking, Mr. 
Martin Buzan, and Mr. Leber Schlesinger, Court Reporter. 


MR. CARPENTER: My father was a shoe manufacturer and he said 
that he couldn’t talk standing up, so whenever he had a meeting 
with anybody he had to sit down to talk. Well, I’m just the 
other way, I can’t talk sitting down and when I’m standing up I 
can’t stop talking. I’ve done enough of it in my lifetime. 


Well, fellows, 37 years ago on the 28th of this coming June was a 
different world from what we’re now in, but 37 years ago the 28th 
4of this June there was a happening occurred that has made a 
different life for everybody in this room. It was a surprise to 
the people that made it happen, it was a surprise to the people 
that it happened to, and was quite a surprise to the people that 
made it happen afterwards -- that was the Taylor Grazing Act. 


There were a number of circumstances connected with the passage 
of this act that made it one of the most unusual acts ever passed 
by Congress. It was passed on the 28th day of June and as there 
are 30 days in June and the fiscal year begins the list day of 
July with the Federal Government, at the time the Taylor Grazing 
Act was passed there were no funds to implement it at all. 


The customary way to do it is to spend their time thinking about 
it for a year, and then the incoming Congress makes the 
appropriate budgets, and a year later they start. 


The Act was the result of the New Deal. For a long time this 
proposed act had been in committee, pushed back and pushed around 
because it was not popular with the people of the west. Nobody 
is glad to have you come out and regulate you and charge you a 
fee for what you can do for nothing. For that reason it had 
very little support except for the State of Utah. 


However, we had a crusading Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Ickes, 
and he was anxious to expand his powers. His great ambition was 
to take over the National Forest Service and bring it back to 
Interior from Agriculture to which it had been transferred many 
years before. 
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When he found out there were 400,000,000 acres of unappropriated 
Federal lands with nobody bossing it he thought that he’d put 
that area right under his wing and at that time he put pressure 
on the Public Lands Committee of the House to pass the bill. It 
passed under the name of the Taylor Grazing Bill -- Ed Taylor 
wasn’t even on the committee when it passed, hadn’t been for five 
years, but he had worked on it for quite awhile, so his name was 
pinned to it, the Taylor Grazing Act. 


After it was passed there was no money to do anything with it. 
The Secretary, however, wanted to get going on it, so he looked 
around his Department. The best qualified bunch that he had were 
the men that had been doing the public land appraising in the 
west, public land appraising section, is that what you call it? 


MR. SHOLES: Classification. 


MR. CARPENTER: There were seventeen men in that. So he said to 
Dr. Mendenhall who was the head of the Geological Survey, "I’1l 
take these men and the appropriate part of their budget and 
transfer them over into what we will call the Grazing Service." 
He took one or two men from the special agents and that was it. 


Another peculiarity with the starting of this act was that they 
got a man in there to administer it who was not a career man, who 
didn’t want the job, but got into it ina strange way. I had 
gone to Washington to do lobby work for the Cattlemen’s 
Association, to have beef made a basic commodity in the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act. While I was there one time old Ed 
Taylor, who was a congressman from my district, he said, "Have 
you read the act that the committee is deliberating on?" 


eNo;imEtsaid )'c"Dohaven’ to" 


He said, "Here’s a copy, I wish you’d read it and tell me what 
you think about it." 


S6o°1r read it. 

He said, "What do you think about it?" 

I said, "Well, it has some possibilities in it." 

"IT want you to go over and testify before the committee." 

So I walked over to the committee room and told them what I 
thought about it. I said, "I’m a homesteader, I’ve run cattle on 
the public domain myself. I’m also a lawyer, I’ve spent my time 
battling with the General Land Office trying to get something 
done within a reasonable time. I’ve been all through this and I 
think that there is a chance for the Act to do some good in the 
west. But if it isn’t passed," I said, "it’s a cinch there won’t 
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be anything left of the grazing lands of the west because the 
itinerant sheepmen just go and borrow some money at 10 or 12 
percent, the banker starts them with a bunch of sheep, they have 
nothing else, and they run all over everybody and everything." 


I don’t think I talked fifteen minutes, I’m sure I didn’t, I’ve 
seen it in a book. I went home, no thought of anything. 


The Secretary wanted somebody to put in to get this act going, 
and he read the report which was printed then in the document and 
decided if a fellow was a combination of a lawyer, stockman, and 
public land user that he had qualifications. 


So Oscar Chapman, who was a Colorado fellow and Assistant 
Secretary -- I knew Oscar -- he had Oscar call me up and I went 
to Washington and interviewed his majesty. I didn’t think that I 
liked the look of it very much. I said to him, "Well, there are 
three reasons why I don’t think we’d get along, Mr. Secretary. 

To begin with, I’m a Republican and I have no intentions of 
changing by political affiliation. In the second place I’m not 
interested in building up a great bureau with a great many 
employees; and the third reason is that I’ve been prominent in 
fighting the sheepman. Now, Frank Delaney is called public enemy 
number one, I’m called public enemy number two by all the sheep 
men on the western slope. They’d be very bitter if I was 
appointed." 


"Well," he said, "about your politics, I don’t care what they 
are, just so you don’t go around spreading it out on everything. 
Just keep your mouth shut on that. Now, about building up a big 
bureau. I don’t intend to ask for a big bureau. I told Congress 
I could get along with $150,000. Now that business about the 
sheepmen being against you." he said, "that might be serious. 
I’1l1 ask you to stay here in Washington, while I make an 
investigation." 


So I gave him a right-handed salute and went out. 


What went on I learned from Oscar Chapman, because Oscar was the 
Assistant Secretary and in some way he had got his telephone 
hooked up so he could hear what the Secretary said. Everybody in 
Washington snoops on everybody else, and Oscar had a private 


wire. 


So Oscar told me this story, it was rather interesting. "He said 
he wanted to find out about you and he got in touch with Wilson 
McCarthy." Now, Wilson McCarthy had been on Jessie Jones’ 
loaning board, reconstruction finance, and had recently left 
Washington and taken charge of a railroad in California; he 
afterwards took charge of the Moffat Road. But Wilson McCarthy 
represented the sheepmen and Frank Delaney and I represented the 
cowboys. 
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And we went to the mat in one court case after another. I -felt 
well acquainted with McCarthy, and Chapman said the conversation 
went about like this: 

"Do you know Farris Carpenter?" 


"Yes, I know Farris Carpenter." 


"He’s been suggested to me to be Director of this new grazing 
law." 


"Yes" 

And he said, "What I want to know, I understand he’s been 
prominent in fighting the sheepmen and I want to know whether you 
think he can give the sheepmen a fair deal." 

"Well, Mr. Secretary, I know Farry. I know he would not be well 


received by the sheepmen and I would like a chance to talk with 
some of my friends in the wool business and let you know." 


TALL’ Tignt se) Vt call you." 
So then Oscar jotted that down and the next day called up and 
said, "I have gotten in touch with a number of prominent sheepmen 


and they all think they can think of a lot better men than 
Carpenter to do their job." 


Ickes: "I didn’t ask you for fool suggestions, I want to know 
whether Carpenter can give them a fair deal." 


"Well, Mr. Secretary, I’ve just talked to Mr. Ralph Pitchforth 
who is a prominent man there, well acquainted with Carpenter and 


has nothing against him personally, but we have some other names 
I would like to give you." 


"T didn’t call you up to have you give me any names. I want to 
know if you think that fellow will give them a fair deal." 


"Well, I would like to submit these names." 

"T don’t want to see them. Do you think he can, yes or no?" 
Long pause, "Yes." 

Hung up. 


So Oscar phones me up at the hotel, "Come on up, Farry, you got 
the job." 
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The funny part was when we had the opening meeting in Grand 
Junction, the first meeting, we met with the stockmen. The 
woolies all sat on one side and the cowboys all sat on the other. 
The cowboys had one hotel and the wool growers another, neither 
would have anything to do with the other. 


Dan Hughes and Wilson McCarthy were the attorneys for the wool 
growers and Frank Delaney for the cowboys. 


Boy, it was a big meeting. So many people came we couldn’t find 
a hall in Grand Junction so we went out on the park. Ed Taylor 
was there. Of course the politicians all came, because so many 
votes were assembled under one roof they couldn’t miss that 
chance. We had speeches from everybody and finally I got up and 
I said, "We’re going to open this up now and get the show on the 
road." 


And Wilson McCarthy stood up and said, "Before you get the show 
on the road, Mr. Carpenter," he said, "I wish to present a 
petition that you are disqualified from holding this job on 
account of the prejudices you have against the sheep business." 


Sheepmen: "Yeah, ray, ray," great storm of applause. 


There I was, challenged. But then I remembered what Oscar said 
he said, so I said, "Mr. McCarthy, would you mind coming up here 
a minute?" He walked right up. I said, "If you put that protest 
in, God damn you, I’11 tell them what you said over the phone. 
You said you thought I could be fair. Do you deny that?" 


He walked right back and sat down. No more said about that. 


Well, after I got the appointment all I did was go back to 
Washington. They gave me a little book that said I could travel 
free of charge. I thought that was great, I’d never done that; 
all I did was sign a blue slip of paper. I could eat anything I 
wanted, the Government paid; the Government knows all about that 
anyway. So I thought that was great stuff. 


But I did think that it would be kind of nice if I had to 
organize districts and 400 million acres of land I had some idea 
of where the land was. I went over the General Land Office and I 
said, "I’d like to see a map of the public lands." 

"Map of the public lands?" He looked at me perfectly blank. 


"Well, certainly," I said, “you’ve been handling the public lands 
for over a hundred years, you have a map." 


"No, no map." 
"Well, how am I to find where they are.?" 


5 


‘pM aorta 


» tonite odt no ‘tes Lis “ayedoo ° 
re stedjons sdatatats ip 


. 


(oow ett xO syemtiotts edt 
«2 a 
bait t*nbigos ew oasa. sigqoed 
xolysT BS _.dxzasq eft ao Juo 
Nesm 08 seusoed ,emso iis 
ged? esata 3‘abi{yoo yer? | 
brs qa top T yileat? bas ybodytsvs 
eit no wore edt tep bas wou A ant 


‘wors erit jsp voy exotoa* ,bise bith qu’ boode | ~~ 9 
s tnsestq of detw.I* bisa’ ed © ae 

no dot #tfd patbiod sor? telat tisipels See" le 

".ascntaud qeede edt tanisps evad voy saint ono 


-pavsiqgs to myota Jeemp * Nor a 


bies xs080 Jadw bessdmomex I mor? tua sbepnes 3a 
sied ay paision baie soy bibow ,yAgaeIoM . ee 
tzetoi1q gsdy Juq voy 11" , bisa tT Be ine gree 
snotiq sdz3 zevo bisa voy defw Presper DS 
"Sian yaab voY bin tis? od biveo. I 7 
lati tuods bisa e100 ov ‘tape w88, baw 3 


-) OF Hosd op sew bIb TL fle drome 
egies bivoo I bise seit Aood el29il rae Bl 
{tedt enob teven B*1 ,Jeexp Sr Jads Jripw 
I paidtyns tae bives T pe TeQGEG LA af 


tanya suods its awonn tagmexeved 
| alta ‘yeone eau 


ot bed I 3L solr to baka Bry 

sebi emas bad : bist to ze%os f 

I Bas 8517320 Rites Ietened eft 
" abast beseicrat ents 36,9 ye 


asta Baca. om gab 20 


: 4 nowt 

































Well," he said, "you just have to go to the local land office and 
look at the plats, they have township plats." 


"Yes, but can we get them together, at least know what’s in each 
State?" 


"You’d have to go to every land office, look on every plat, walk 
every forty acres over." 


I said, "That’s a hell of a note," but that was it. 


So I got no help from them. And I didn’t know where the public 
lands were. I knew where the forties were around my homestead. 
I’d been keeping the dogies off and running my own cattle on. I 
knew locally what to do, but when it came to a big State like 
Colorado I had no idea. 


So I looked down at this bunch and I said, "I couldn’t get any 
map, I don’t know where the land is. You fellows have been using 
this land and you know where it is. And during the noon hour I’m 
going to ask the cattlemen to elect a committee of three and wool 
growers a committee of three." I had a map of Colorado on the 
back wall. I got some chalk, and said, "you come up here and 
mark off what you think would be natural grazing districts that 
would run together." 


So they did. I don’t know if we’ve got the original map but 
they’re almost the identical boundaries that are used today. 
They knew where the deep canyons were, they knew where the high 
mountains were, where the water was, and they drew those maps. 
That procedure was followed in State after State. 


In the afternoon we began to get down to cases. Some hawkeyed 
lawyer had told them that there would be too many people want to 
use the land, and would be the little clause that we all 
committed to memory: preference in the issue of grazing privilege 
would be given to those on or nearest the land -- "On or near the 
land." They said all the cowboys felt, "On or near the land" 
meant the usual use of it; you either had some property in the 
district or you were near it, adjoining, abutting, adjacent, or 
close to it. 


Well, that idea didn’t set with the sheepmen at all. They’d been 
running on the high forest pastures in the summer and then they’d 
shove down in winter on the desert and they immediately raised 
the objection, "How near is near?" 


I didn’t know how near was near, had no idea. I saw lawyers 
there by the dozens, and thought, "well, we’1ll start this off 
right." 


I said, "I don’t know how near is near. But tomorrow morning 
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I’11 get the use of the Federal courtroom in the post office 
building and I will ask the attorneys to all assemble and we will 
spend the day arguing how near is near." 


In the meantime I wanted to get somebody to help me decide how 
near was near. So they had a fellow there, I don’t remember his 
name, he represented the Reclamation Service. And they had some 
fellows that represented the Forest Service, and they had some 
other Federal employees. I think I asked the postmaster to come 
up and I filled the jury box with these Federal employees that 
could look at the thing. 


Then I said to the lawyers, "I want to get these arguments 
presented and then I’m going to consult with the jury and they’1l 
tell me how near is near." 


Before I left Washington I learned that the Department of 
Interior and Agriculture were just at cross-purposes. I knew 
that there was only one service in the United States Government 
that had ever handled range stockmen in a grazing capacity and 
that was the Forest Service. I also knew that Ickes and Wallace 
were at bitter ends and having trouble. Wallace felt that Ickes 
was trying to get the Forest Service away from him, which he was. 
Ickes felt that Wallace was trying to get the Soil Conservation 
Service away from him, which he did about six months later. 


But I really needed help, so one day I paddled over without 
saying anything to anybody to see Mr. Wallace. I had met Henry 
on some of the committee work I had done with the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act. He wasn’t in his office that day and there was 
another dude there by the name of Rex Tugwell, he was the 
Undersecretary of Agriculture. 


I went to Rex, and said, "Rex, I’m going to handle a few hundred 
million acres out here, I don’t know how to do it and I haven’t 
any skilled employees. Would you loan me a couple of men, let me 
pick them, to go around with me and advise me.?" 


"Absolutely," he said, "it’s just a sensible thing to do." 


"Well," I said, "I don’t know who I want, but I’m going to 
consult with the stockmen, if there are any fair forest people -- 
I have a little doubt about that -- but if there are I’m going to 


name them." 


Then I began asking all the stockmen, "Who’s a fair Forest 
Service man?" 


And finally two names emerged; Ed Cavanaugh from Oregon and one 
Ernest Winkler from Utah, two of the greatest men I ever knew. 
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So when I was on the hot seat here in Grand Junction I sent’a 
telegram to Henry Wallace and Rex Tugwell and I said, "Send them 
out here quick, and tell them to stay with me until I’m through." 
And I might have added, "If I’m buried I want them to be there 
and help tamp me in." 


At the end of the meeting when I went out the door there were two 
men there with their web equipment, badge, hatchets, everything 
to go anywhere: Ed Cavanaugh and Ernest Winkler. They said, "We 
don’t know why we were sent here. We were told that we were 
attached to you and to go everywhere and do everything you 
wanted." | 


"Well," I said, "that’s great, fellows, I’11 put you on the 
committee." 


So I put them in the jury box, and they started in. 


They argued everything you can think of, "How near was near." 

One lawyer said, "I probably am better equipped to argue how near 
is near," he said. "I’ve just finished a very difficult divorce 
case and it all turned on how dear is dear," and he said, "I’m 
used to these adjectives, I think I can translate how near was 
near." 


Another fellow said, "You’ve got nothing on me," he said, "I’ve 
been arguing a liquor case, the whole thing is whether near beer 
is beer." What the percent is. Well, they had a lot of jokes 
and a lot of arguments. But we didn’t get anywhere. I didn’t 
know any more how near is near, and the jury didn’t either. But I 
felt we must settle that right there in Grand Junction, because I 
was for action. 


We were going to Bakersfield the next day and by jing I was going 
to have it settled and when I went to Bakersfield I said, "When 
the meeting comes to order I’11l tell you how near is near." I 
was feeling pretty damn cocky. I was going to lay it off to 
them. 


But I didn’t know where to draw the line, how many miles. And 
Ernest Winkler, that grand old Mormon, respected by the sheepmen 
and everybody, pulled me aside and said, "Mr. Carpenter, how long 
have you been in the Government service?" . 


And I said, "Well, just a little over two weeks." 


And he said, "I’ve been in a long time and I want to tell you we 
have a certain rule that we always follow in the Federal 
service." 


I said, "I’1l be glad to conform, be glad to go along with the 
President and all the rest of the people in the Federal service." 
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"Well, he said, "do you have to decide this question right now?" 


"No," I said, "but I don’t want it hanging around. I/’11 have it 
over with right now." 


"We have a rule in the Federal service to never decide anything 
until you have to." He says, "Never do it. You just get in 
trouble. If you never decide anything, you won’t be in trouble." 


"Well," I said, "that sounds like a wonderful rule. How long can 
you hold a job and never decide anything?" 


He said, "Most of us never decided anything and we hope to hold 
our jobs until we’re retired." 


Well, I was being initiated into the fraternity, you know, and I 
said, "Well, that doesn’t suit me, I’m for action on this thing. 
But, I’11 tell you, we’1l wait until we get to Bakersfield." 


So the next day we took the train, everybody went by train then. 
I can remember as well as can be, we were getting on the train, 
there was an old deaf attorney by the name of McMillan from Grand 
Junction. He had a horn that went into his ear, with a big 
opening and you had to yell at him. The train was ready to pull 
out. He was waving some papers and ran down the track. He said, 
"Mr. Carpenter, I worked all night in my office with my two 
assistants and I have 97 definitions of near." And he handed me 
paper with 97 definitions of near, which I don’t think I ever 
read. 


Then I got to Bakersfield. When we got to Bakersfield I 
discovered that the ordinary sheep runs what they called a 
thousand mile circle. If there had been a little rain down south 
they clipped off the vegetation. Then they came around the back 
lanes, lakes, and valleys. The sheepmen thought a thousand 

miles was aS near as near could be. If they had been within a 
thousand miles they were certainly near the grazing district. 
That was quite a blow to me. 


I didn’t know anything about the movement of livestock. I’d run. 
a little bunch of. cows right around my homestead, you know, and 
had a little trouble. The main trouble I had were these bulls 
the farmers had that would come up with my white faced cows. I 
remember one shorthorn bull we had that belonged to an old 
Dutchman, Matt Meller. He used to come up there and breed those 
white faced heifers; half my calves were born mottled-faced. 
Jack White and I had a hell of a time. One time we whipped that 
bull all the way home, then he’d beat us back to those heifers. 
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So finally the day came we had to do something. We stretched him 
out, and were ready to operate on him. My partner said, "Did you 
know that it’s a felony to injure anybody’s livestock on the 
public domain?" 


I said, "Yes, I know it. You take the knife." 
And he said, "Well, supposing you do it." 


Now I’d built my cabin, but Jack came out a year later and he was 
building his. His mother was living in Evanston, Illinois. She 
wanted him to have a nice cabin so she had sent him hinges and 
hardware, including two glass doorknobs. He said, "Sew them up 
in him and he’1l never know the difference." 


I said, "Well, I think that’s a hell of a good idea." So he went 
in the house and brought out two glass doorknobs and instead of 
cutting off the end of the bag, we slit down the side and took 
his nuts out and put those two doorknobs in. He walked off just 
Swinging them nice as could be and we never heard from him again. 


Well, that didn’t have anything to do with the Taylor Grazing, I 
was just telling you what was happening, as we went along. 


Maybe you probably should strike all that business about the 
nuts. 


Anyway, we got to Bakersfield and they were an entirely different 
set of people from what we had in Colorado. They were largely 
Basque people, and we learned quite a little and from there we 
circled around. 


Well Marvin has led the way on a book which would tell about the 
early administration of the Taylor Grazing Act. The first job we 
had to do was to sell the Act; people didn’t want it and people 
in the west were not in the habit of people telling them what 
they had to have. It would be a difficult thing to force them to 
do it so we had to win them over. 


At Grand Junction in the afternoon I suggested we have this 
committee of three each; that they meet separately and have a 
committee of ten each. And I knew that I couldn’t give one more 
on the cowboy’s side than was on the sheepmen’s side because it 
would get the downhill pull on them, so I had them an equal 
number and I would be the odd number. I came back to Grand 
Junction and asked them to propose rules for the range. Ralph 
Pitchforth, was one of the leaders in the sheep group as was 
Judge Hughes and Frank Delaney of course did most of the 
brainwork for the cowboys. They weren’t too heavily equipped 
that way anyway. 


I was to come back there after I swung the circle around. 
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I came back on the appointed day to Rifle, I’1ll never forget 
that, I said, "I would like to meet with the committees." 


"Well, you can come over and meet with our committee, but we 
won’t have any God damn wool growers with us." 


I went to the wool growers, "We’d like to have the boys 
together." 


"We don’t want any God damn cowboys here." 


I established my office on the second floor of the fire 
department in Rifle. The cowboys took the Winchester Hotel and 
the sheepmen took the Midland Hotel. 


And the sheep boys would come over, "This is what we think and 
we’ve written it all out." 


Then the cowboys would come up, "This is what we think." We were 
just getting nowhere. 


So I went to the manager of the Winchester Hotel. I said, "Have 
you got a private dining room here?" 


He said, "Yes, I have." 


I said, "Set a table for twenty-one. I/’11 have place cards and 
I’1l1 put the place cards down." 


"Okay." 


I sent word over that I wanted them to be my guests that night at 
a dinner at the Winchester Hotel. I put the name cards down, 
every sheepman was between two cowboys, every cowboy was between 
two sheepmen. They all looked kind of funny, but everybody sat 
down. 


Naturally, they got to talking between each other and as a matter 
of fact Frank Delaney sat next to Ralph Pitchforth and Ralph was 
so impressed with Frank’s knowledge of the range and one thing 
and another that Ralph hired him as his attorney, and he became 
his attorney for the rest of his life. We formed friendships 
around that table that lasted for life. 


You must remember that the law didn’t provide for any of these 
committees, and I just announced that these committees would be 
advisory to the grazing boys. They would have no absolute power, 
but they could advise. I asked the grazing boys that were with 
me, whoever I left in the State, or whoever took charge, to 
listen to these fellows. They knew where the range was, they 
knew who was who and so on and, if possible, to go along in the 
way which seemed reasonable to them. 
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That was the initiation of the idea. But there was nothing in 
the Act about it. I could not promise them that I’d pay them 
anything either for their time or their travel expenses. 


However, I found that if we did that they got together and 
elected their best men. Now, by their best man I mean this: 
Because the Secretary was very much worked up over it, there were 
plenty of people in the Department of Interior that didn’t like 
the way this thing was going. The General Land Office, who had 
spent all their time and lives taking their time, was doing 
something with homestead entries, and so on, and they knew they 
were out of business because shortly afterwards the range was 

- closed to entry. And they thought they should be administering 
the Taylor Act. 


Tom Havill, who was their main man said, "If you send these 
applications to graze in here," he said, "we can process them 
very fast and get them back." 


"Well," I said, "it will have to be pretty fast. If they’re put 
in January or February they want to turn out to graze in May or 
June." 


"Well, maybe not that fast, but I haven’t a doubt that the 
majority of them we do get out within sixteen months." 


Well, I knew what that would mean. You just as well not get them 
out because the range is all over, so I had to short circuit hin. 
Of course when I short circuited him I didn’t short circuit from 
the Secretary. It wasn’t long until they told him I had gone out 
there and sold out to the big cattle and sheep men. I was having 
these boards of the big cattle and sheep men and they were 
Ponnind, it. 


Ickes just batted his ear over that. He didn’t know any better 
than to believe it. I was in Arizona and I got a telegram, 
"Report to Washington, immediately." 


I reported to Washington immediately and walked in and he had 
about six guys sitting around there like a court. He had his 
Solicitor General, General Land Office, Fred, whatever his name 
was, Haverill, and he had them all sitting around looking down 
their noses there. He said to me, "We have decided that we will 


make a change." He read me a whole long list of things that I’d 
be doing which was just a lot of bullshit, and I said, "Well, Mr. 
Secretary, I didn’t ask for the job." I didn’t offer to kiss hin 


goodbye, but I thought, "Well, it’s all through." 


Well," he said, "this has all been written out, maybe you’d 
better read this over. You might want to make an answer." 
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I didn’t particularly want to make an answer, but he gave it to 
me. I read it over and I answered the charges. The main charge 
was that I had turned this over to the stockmen to run, the 
Government was out the window. 


I went to see a friend of mine, Judge Harold Stevens, who was on 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. He was a dear friend of mine, a 
Utah boy. I gave him my answer, which was in three pages and the 
Secretary’s charges were in about thirty pages. I/’11 never 
forget Stevens when he read it over. He said, "Frankly, 
Carpenter, it you were my lawyer and I was going into the case 
and you wrote an answer like that I’d fire you right now." 


He said, "You have no business answering it that way. You take 
that paper of charges and you answer every one of them if it 
takes you a week to do it, because they’11l publish this when you 
go, and destroy your reputation, unless you can answer them." 


I said, "Oh, I can answer them," and I went out. 


I sent a telegram to Frank Moore and asked him to bring some 
stuff. He came to Washington with a whole trunk full of stuff. 

I sent for people all over the country to get in there. Boy, 
when we answered those charges there was nothing left to the 
charges. After I passed that letter in to Ickes our relationship 
was somewhat strained. 


Another time he told me my time was up. I don’t know why he did 
such a foolish thing. He did it in the middle of October and the 
elections were in November. When the word got out that I’d been 
canned, the stockmen in the west, Arizona, Montana, Utah, Idaho, 
began sending in telegrams, "We want Carpenter kept in." So 
Franklin D. Roosevelt -- Oscar told me this -- Oscar said, "You 
know, the President sent for Harold and he went over there. He 
said, "I don’t know anything about this man Carpenter, but I know 
damn well we’re not going to fire him just before election, so 
you go back there and take him back." 


The next day the Secretary sent for me. I went to his office. 
He looked at me and said, "Carpenter how bad do you want to go 
back to that ranch of yours?" 


I said, "Oh, Mr. Secretary, any time you want me to go it’s okay 
mecreme, +t “didn't "ask  1Orernis job." 


"Well," he said, "I thought it over." 


And I felt like saying, "You son-of-a-bitch, the President told 
you what to do." 


He said, "I think I’1ll ask you to stay ona little longer." 
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"Okay." 


I’d got interested in the Grazing Service. I really wanted to 
stay; I didn’t mind being fired, but I didn’t care for it too 
well. Anyway we went on. 


After that of course as you fellows knew out here on the range, 
my standing with the palace guard wasn’t too good, and the palace 
guard was working to get me out all the time. 


That brings me to the matter of this book that we’re going to get 
out about these early days. Marvin wrote up Oregon, and I was 
going to write a preface. We talked it over and decided to 
enlarge the book and cover the entire range of the ten western 
land states where the districts were set up. I began to see that 
we had put our foot into something that was a little bigger than 
we originally thought, Marvin. If we were going to review it, 
and we will review it, we’ll get the manuscripts that many of you 
sent. Then we will take up one of the great parts which we 
didn’t think about so much: the CCC camps. They really were the 
original saver of the public range. They did a magnificent job. 
There’s a library of photographs to show it. It can be assembled 
and show that while the efforts of the Grazing Service didn’t 
turn the beaten desert into a beautifully grass vega in two 
years, it did turn it around and most of all it was done with the 
advice, consent, and help of these advisory boards. 


One time Mr. Ickes came in and he said," I have some 
information." I knew where he got it. He had a fellow by the 
name of Gravis there. Gravis was the head special agent. If he 
wasn’t a four-thirds son-of-a-bitch I never saw one. I didn’t 
know what Gravis turned in, but I learned Gravis had two 
operators in the little town of Hayden, trying to see if I hada 
blond in the closet and dig up something on me. That made me mad 
as hell. So I felt that I was kind of being downtrodden and Ickes 
said to me, "You put only the big operators on here. Now, the 
New Deal stands for the little man; we want the little man; we’ve 
got to do everything for the little man; the man who’s so little 
he can’t make a living, he should be on top. The big man who’s 
got something, he’s got so much anyway, he ought to be on the 
bottom." 


That was the way the New Deal was supposed to work. 


So I said, "Well, I’11 tell you what I’11 do. Mr. Ickes or Mr. 
Secretary, I’1ll have on your desk within a week a list of every 
district advisor, about 456 of them. I’11 have a list of how 
many sheep or cattle he runs; and I’1ll have an appraisement of 
how wealthy a man he is and what his stand is in the community. 
You can see what these district advisors are. 
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In every meeting where a big bunch of men get together there’s 
always some knothead who does a lot of talking, he’s got a bright 
idea, he’s on his feet telling everybody what to do. They listen 
to him, nobody says anything. Then by and by somebody doesn’t 
like it, somebody says something. Those are the fellows that do 
all the talking, the rest sit back and look and don’t say 
anything. But when they come to vote on something that is going 
to control their daily livelihood they don’t go for these 
pinheads that talk all the time and they don’t go for the big man 
if he’s been unfair to them in his range practice. They go for 
the middle of the group type of man. The kind when they can’t 
pay their notes they go out to his house and ask him what they 
should do; the kind of man they go to for advice when there’s 
family trouble; the middle man that holds this country together. 
What is it Mr. Nixon calls him, the great unheard majority. 


When we made the list, there were hardly any big operators on the 
board, there were no little operators except the free use 
permittees; and out in Utah we had a county judge, Judge Cox, 
Leroy Cox. In Montana we had the Lieutenant Governor, no less -- 
I forget his name. In California we had a young fellow there who 
was a State Senator, his father was a State Senator before him. 
His name was Powell. But we had, gentlemen, the best brains of 
the range community represented by the most trusted people of the 
community. 


When I handed this list to the Secretary, I don’t know whether he 
ever read it or not, he never bellyached to me about that again. 
But that wasn’t his fault, he’d been told that. He didn’t know 
any difference. But we really did have a very remarkable group 
of people with us. 


I don’t want to take up all our time here, I get talking, I get 
enthused about this damn thing; I like to think about it, you 
know, and it’s all past history. 


When we got set up and going, it was very evident that the Taylor 
Act was not a complete code, and we were busy writing a new 
Federal Range Code. 


But the Taylor Act didn’t fit all the possibilities in these ten 
western public land states, and particularly they didn’t fill 
what I call the political setup of the Act. The political setup 
of the Act, as we were inaugurating it and doing it, was the 
advisory committees. But they only knew about a district. It 
occurred to me that we should have a State advisory group, 
elected by the local advisory groups, and the State advisory 
groups should have a national advisory group, because that’s the 
way our country is set up. There was no provision in the law for 
that. 
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Also, the matter came up of how we were going to elect these 
fellows. Well, I had experience in third class school districts 
in Colorado, and it’s a very simple experience. The people 
simply meet, nominate who they want, vote for them between the 
hours of 2:00 o’clock and 5:00 o’clock and go home and that’s it. 


I went to the law library in Salt Lake City and got a copy of the 
Colorado Statutes. I took the procedure for electing directors 
in third class districts from Colorado and just made them over 
for having the election of district advisory people in the 
grazing district. That’s where it came from, I followed it word 
for word. 


Then the matter came up, after we elected these people, whether 
we could pay for them. I finally got a memorandum through the 
solicitor that we could pay these fellows travel expense. And if 
you remember in the early days we paid them a little travel, I 
think it was, four dollars or something like that. A little 
something. 


As you and I know purely voluntary committees are all right in 
the first blush, but they get awful tired of their job and poop 
out on you. I wanted these fellows to feel they had a 
responsibility. 


I tried to tell them that they were in the position of a jury; 
that they must lay aside their personal prejudices and must 
consider that they’re acting for the public in making their 
recommendations on applications for grazing. But I knew that in 
spite of anything I could do, when it came to their own or their 
friends or their son-in law, they couldn’t help but be a little 
bit favored. Then we made the early rule that district advisors 
would not pass on their own applications. They took the rules as 
laid down and the first year they laid down their own rules. The 
local grazier, would take the applications of the board members 
and act on them. Isn’t that the way we did it? 


MR. SHOLES: That’s right. 
MR. CARPENTER: And in doing that, that was the second step we 
took. Because then the Secretary said, "Well, those fellows 


can’t help but grab everything, they’re right in there on the 
board and getting it." 


I said, "Oh, is that so? They don’t pass on their applications 


at all." And I said, "Furthermore, these local graziers when 

they pass on them, that’s reviewed above." I reviewed some of 
them myself. We had to answer that, because all the way along, 
he called us a "bunch of pirates." They thought everybody was 


crooked, you know. 
Then the matter came up about the part of the grazing fee that 
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the law said should be returned to the States; to be returned by 
the States to the counties in which the grazing district were. 
Well, here came a bunch of money, and what were you going to do 
with it? The State treasurer gets the money. He looked up the 
counties the districts are in, and sends it to the county 
treasurer. The county treasurer meets with the county 
commissioners and he says, "Say, fellows, we just had $898 sent 
here by the Federal Government, our share of the grazing fees." 


And the chairman says, "Good God, that’s just what we need to put 
a new tin roof on the jail. We’ve just been wondering about 
that. We’1ll just fix up the jail." 


Or the judge up here wants a new rostrum or something. And I 
said, "No use our paying these fees in and have them all used to 
decorate the courthouse." But there was nothing the Federal 
Government could do about it. The Act said it had to go to the 
State to be given to the counties where the district was. It had 
to be done by the State legislature, so one time we met in Salt 
Lake City and again I went to the library. That’s the advantage 
of being a lawyer myself, I could look it up. And I found out 
that the State legislature could direct the State treasurer as to 
what to do with the money; that he was to remit it to the county 
in which the grazing district was located to be expended as the 
district advisory board may recommend. 


Well, that was quite a something. In the meantime Ickes had put 
old man Walters, Assistant Secretary, over the Grazing Division. 
I went to old man Walters. I didn’t tell him until it was done. 
When we met in Salt Lake City I found out who was in the State 
legislature in Utah, Colorado, Idaho, California, and I said, 
"You can put this bill through your own State legislature. And 
when it’s through it will govern where those fees go." 


Well, you know, that was duck soup for them. There was no 
opposition to it and those fellows were all influential in their 
State legislature and it wasn’t long until I had all the ten 
State legislatures. They all did it a little different, but they 
all passed on an act saying it would be passed back in that way. 
And I was working under Mr. Walters. 


Then I went up to Mr. Walters and I said, "Mr. Walters, I have 
State legislation in your State which will recapture these fees 
and use them to build up the range." Well, of course he got 
credit for anything that was done, because grazing was in his 
bailiwick. 


I learned from Oscar what went on. Walters barges into the next 
meeting with Ickes and swells up and said, "Now, Mr. Ickes, every 
one of the ten State legislatures have passed a law saying where 
the grazing fees should be used." 
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Ickes looked at the law and saw the district advisors were going 
to do it and he just hit the air. Oscar Chapman told me he told 
old man Walters, "You can sit up in your office and draw your 

breath and your salary and I/11l never let you do anything again." 


He gave the old man an awful dressing down, he died of a heart 
attack after that. We all went to the funeral, Ickes went down 
to Puerto Rico with the President. That was a great time to 
live, you know, seeing what was going on. But it has passed. 


Well, Ickes just flounced around. I don’t know how they do 
divide that up now. How do they do that, Joe? What becomes of 
those fees? 


MR. FALLINI: Let’s see, only 12.5 percent comes back to the 
State where it used to be 50. 


VOICE: But they’re spent in the district and in the area where 
they’re collected. 


MR. CARPENTER: Did you have a State law here? 
VOICE: Yes, every State had a little different law. 


MR. FALLINI: It comes back to the county for range improvements 
in most cases. The advisory board sometimes has to assign the 
use. New Mexico gives it to the college, the director of the 
State college, and he disperses it according to his own desires 
and he gives it all back to the advisory board. 


MR. CARPENTER: I just wanted to acquaint you with some of the 
struggles that went on. I didn’t realize then what we were 
trying to do. We were trying to humanize this law and make it 
for the benefit of the country. We were working with a bunch of 
people that didn’t know which end of a cow got up first and 
didn’t know anything about the livestock business, and were 
terribly afraid that somebody was going to take their authority 
away from them. They wanted to keep all the authority. 


I heard David Brinkley talk the other night. He talked about the 
Washington establishment. The Washington establishment doesn’t 
want anything to get out of Washington. Money comes into 
Washington, they’1ll pinch it over here and tell them what to do. 


The President would like to have them send it out there; what 
they call power to the people. That’s the big issue today. I 
don’t know where it’s going to go. But I do know as far as we 
were concerned after we had built up a hierarchy, whereby we had 
these State advisory boards and the national advisory boards, 
none of which were provided for in the Act at all, we had a 
complete political setup within the law that wasn’t within the 
law. 
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Now, that’s a dangerous thing, because it’s all administratively 
okayed. What is administratively okayed by the Secretary’s 
pencil can be administratively destroyed by the Secretary’s 
pencil, just like that. 


When finally the last ditch came with old Ickes, I remember very 
vividly my last goodbye with him, and he said as I left, "And I’m 
going to put these advisory boards in their place." Which meant 
that he would just phase them out. 


So when I got back home quite a few stockmen came to see me and 
asked me what went on, I told them. And they said, "Well, we’ve 
got to stop that. We want to keep these committees and we’1l 
invite him to come out and speak to the American National 
Cattlemen’s Association in San Francisco this fall," which they 
did. 


Now, when these bigshots come out in the country and talk toa 
big audience they weaken on their great ideas of kicking 
everybody’s teeth down their throat and they try to talk 
favorably to a group. Ickes didn’t say what he wanted to say, he 
said, "I’ve always been good to you, we built this up, so glad to 
have it." 


They had it arranged, Hub Russell, who was head of the meeting 
said, "Mr. Secretary, we’re a little worried about the advisory 
board. We’re going to Congress. We’d like to know if you’1ll 
back us." 


Well, poor old Ickes, he couldn’t say, "No, I don’t like you. I 
never did like you. I always wished you’d go to hell and I’d run 
it my own way." That’s what he’d like to say, but he didn’t dare 
say it. He wouldn’t give an answer. They said they would come 
up to his bedroom in the Palace Hotel and have a meeting. They 
did. They pinned it on him. He had to agree he wouldn’t fight 
Pi: 


He put a clause in there that it was subject to his okay. He had 
to finally okay a lot of things on the advisory board. And the 
appointment had to come from him, I know now. They elect them 
and then he appointed them. 


MR. FALLINI: Right. 


MR. CARPENTER: He got that in, but it had gone too far. And 
frankly, he had to appoint who they elected. I don’t think he 
dared step over it. 


So the thing prospered. Then poor old Ed Taylor, he was getting 
in his old age, but he liked the name, Taylor Grazing Act. He 
didn’t know what was going on too well, except people liked it; 
his constituents did. We wanted to get it written up and he went 
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to J.Q. Peterson. J.Q. Peterson wrote the familiar thing called, 
"Home Rule on the Range." You’ve heard of "Home Rule on the 
Range." It was very appealing to Congressmen because their 
constituents liked it. 


Old Ed gets up in Congress. He was really something in Congress. 
He had been there longer than anybody. If you rub backs enough 
and never resist you can stay quite a ete) time in politics. Ed 
had been able to do it. 


The stockmen liked his new Act. That was great. Millions of 
people read it, millions of people believed it. It gave us great 
status. Even the Secretary didn’t dare buck it. 


Ed was chairman of the General Appropriations Committee. Next to 
the speaker that’s the biggest job in the House of 
Representatives. Whatever he said went. 


I had an illustration of that. The first budget meeting I was 
told to take my budget and go over and meet with the fiscal 
committee of the Department of the Interior that considered our 
budget. I went over there. Old Doc Mendenhall was there and 
Fred Johnson, the head of the General Land Office. All the 
bureau chiefs were around the table. Everybody was shaking; 
they’d have to present it while the opposition picked holes in 
it. This was the first time I ever presented one and I didn’t 
know what was going to happen. All of a sudden the door opened, 
in walked Ed Taylor. Great Ed Taylor, Chairman of the General. 
Appropriations Committee. He used to be district attorney in the 
same district that I had been. He walked over to me, put his arm 
around me and said, "Yes, this fellow here," he says, “has the 
job I used to have. I think he’s doing a good job, and anything 
he asks for, gentlemen, give it to him. Goodbye." 


The chairman looked kind of dazed. He said, "Mr. Carpenter, we 
won’t discuss your budget, whatever you put in it will be all 
right, you’1ll be dismissed." 


Old Doc Mendenhall followed me out in the hall. He said, "Damn 
you, damn you." I said I couldn’t help it. So it went through. 


I put in a hundred thousand dollars for the district advisors in 
that budget. Burrow said, "We’ll hack that off." The committee 
passed it; it went back to the Bureau of Budget; and Burrow 
hacked if off again. 


Just about then Senator Alva Adams from Colorado - I knew him, my 
wife knew his wife - we went out to dinner with him and I was 
telling him, "I want a little something for these district 
advisors and the Department doesn’t want to do anything, they 
want to get rid of them, and they took that hundred thousand 


dollars off." 
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And Alva said, "Do you want it on?" 
"Why sure I do." 
Heesays, “I'll put ition." 


That’s the way they do, a hundred thousand is nothing. He just 
picked it up and wrote it in again. Now that’s the Washington 
end of this deal I’m telling you about because we had the field 
in. You fellows know what that was, but we had this Washington 
end going on all the time. We really didn’t appreciate the fact 
that we were building up a whole political structure to handle 
this thing. Of course when Congress started in to amend the 
Taylor Act, the first amendment they made was that the Civil 
Service appointments had to be, do you remember, men that lived 
in the State where they were. I don’t know, is that still in or 
not? 


MR. FALLINI: Yes. 


MR. CARPENTER: It was for awhile. Then they applied for the 
district advisors and for their appointment and so on. It was 
set up the way it is set up now. 


Very seldom do people do something that has historic meaning. 
It’s hard to appreciate what the structure is that you’re working 
in because you’re busy pounding this nail and the fellow next to 
you is pounding another nail. You don’t see the whole structure. 
Now we can look back and see our handiwork, because it is a 
handiwork of the people that were there in the initial setting up 
of all this. It wasn’t any one person. I had all I could do to 
hold my job and keep from being fired and each of you fellows 
were tacking a nail here and there. 


That reminds me of Luster Brooks. Luster may not remember this, 
but at one of the first meetings I had to get up and talk. It 
was a hot day and I took off my coat. I got to talking a little 
excited and my shirttails came out. And Rufus Pool, who was a 
solicitor from Washington, got up, came over, and whispered in my 
ear, “Your shirttail’s out." 


I didn’t care whether it was out or in. But I got excited 
talking to him and I don’t know whether that scared Luster or 
not. But I remember Luster came to me and said, "Now, Farry, I’m 
scientifically trained and mind you, I’ve been with the 
Geological Survey for many years and I don’t think I want to be 
trained to be a Tammany politician." 


"Well, do you remember that Luster?" 


MR. BROOKS: No, I don’t. 
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MR. CARPENTER: That’s what you told me. And I said, "Well 
Luster, I don’t think you have to be a Tammany politician, but 
you’ve got to talk to these fellows, God damn it, and make them 
believe it." 


I sent him out to California and the next summer I went out there 
and Luster was holding a meeting. I went down to the meeting - 
he didn’t know I was in town - and I went in the back door. He 
didn’t see me. I sat down in the back. There was Luster Brooks 
and he was up there laying her off; boy, he was laying her off, 
nobody ever did a better job. 


I thought, well, you get into it and as all of you know, then 
there weren’t any hours of work. You were supposed to get the 
job done. In every state and nearly every district we had the 
advice and the wisdom of men like Vic Christiansen and Sam Hyatt, 
and some were sheepmen, more of them, I think, were cattlemen, 
and they really gave all their best to it. 


It seemed to me in talking with Marvin that we ought to have some 
remembrances of this. 


I’m reminded, fellows, when I get in anything like this, you’ve 
all heard about it, every now and again you read something and 
they say, "And he went on like a Greek tragedy." 


Well, what’s a Greek tragedy? Well, the Greeks didn’t believe in 
one god; the Greeks believed ina lot of gods. They had a half 
dozen. There was the goddess of love, god of war; Neptune was 
the god of the sea. Anything that happened in the sea, old 
Neptune was responsible. And anything that happened somewhere 
else, somebody else was responsible. Every now and again these 
bigshots would come down and they’d rape some of the local women, 
then you’d have a halfbreed god; they had a whole lot of 
halfbreed gods. 


When anything was going on, if you had one of these halfbreeds or 
straight breed gods helping you, it didn’t matter what happened, 
they pulled you out. 


Now we think that’s silly today, but I think that’s very true 
today. I’m very sure today that we call it luck, but they call 
it the interference of one of the gods. 


At the present time I’m working on reforming or trying to reform 
the way of marketing cattle for slaughter. It’s a tough job and 
all very discouraging. I was in Logan, Utah, last week before 
the animal science people there. I woke up in the morning and 
thought, "What the devil am I doing here working on this?" And 
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something came into my head; it may awaken a memory in you: the 
quest of the golden fleece. What was the quest of the golden 
fleece? I remember from reading mythology years ago there’d been 
a big hooray about the quest of the golden fleece. I thought, 
"That’s the same kind of quest I’m after." 


A young man came to take me to the meeting which was to be at 
9:00 o’clock. I said, "Is your library open in Logan?" 


And he said, "Yes, sir." 


I said, "Let me off a little ahead. I’11 come over to the 
meeting in a few minutes." 


I went to the librarian, and said, "What about the quest of the 
Golden Fleece?" 


He said, "What’s that?" 


I said, "The quest of the Golden Fleece. Who was it made that 
quest? Did he get it?" 


And he said, "Just a moment, I’1l get Bullfinch’s Mythology 
down." 


Sure enough, here’s this fellow Jason. The golden fleece was the 
fleece off a ram. Jason and his sister, Helle were to succeed to 
the crown and everybody wanted the young people. To get them 
away before their uncle Apellas slaughtered them, the people put 
them on the ram with the golden fleece and Jason sat in front, 
Helle sat behind. Away they went through the clouds and when 
they went over a big body of water Helle fell off, and that’s now 
called the Hellespont, that’s where the name Hellespont started. 
Jason stuck onto the fleece and he landed somewhere, and then 
this fellow where he landed took the fleece and put a dragon to 
guard it. Uncle Apelles said to Jason, "You can’t have the crown 
until you come back with the golden fleece." 


Jason built a big boat; got Hercules and a lot of tough boys, and 
started out to get the golden fleece. When he finally got to 
where the golden fleece was, the king said, "You can have it, but 
before you have it you have to yolk two oxen that breathe fire 
and have brass hooves. You have to yolk them, plow a field and 
plant dragon’s teeth. When the dragon’s teeth sprout they will 
come up as fully armed men." 


Apelles, the King, thought he’d get rid of Jason. Here’s where 
the Greek tragedy comes in. When Jason landed his boat, the 
Argos, (that’s where we get the name Argosy) the kings beautiful 
daughter fell in love with him because Aphrodite shot an arrow 
through the girl’s heart. 
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When this gal saw that Jason had to fight all these men she said, 
"There are going to be too many for you. When you’re attacked, 
pick up a big rock, heave it from one to the other, and they will 
fight one another." 


Jason did as he was told, the warriors fell to fighting each 
other; Jason killed them all, took the fleece and went home. 


I told the fellows up at Logan, "I’m in search of the golden 
fleece. The golden fleece is a profit for the cowboys raising 
cattle. When we come to the place where they’re all against us, 
the packers, the feeders, the retailers, I’m going to follow 
Jason’s tactics: throw a rock in, get them to fighting amongst 
themselves, and get this through." 


Let me see. It’s a quarter after two. We’ve only got this room 
until 4:00 o’clock. I didn’t want to take up too much time. It 
kind of reminds me of a couple of years ago. We had local 
elections in our county. Everybody comes to the town hall and 
all the democratic and republican candidates got up and stated 
what they were going to do. The business women of Hayden, all 
four of them, got together, and decided that they would call a 
meeting and ask all the candidates to come and explain it. And I 
saw it in the paper, but I’m getting a little old to scramble 
around on these things, so I didn’t plan to go. And the night of 
the meeting, they called up and they said that the fellow that 
was to preside at the meeting had gotten sick or gone away or 
doesn’t want to come and there’s nobody to MC it, would down and 
MC it? "Sure, I would," I said. 


So my wife and I started down, she said, "What are you going to 
talk about?" 


I said, "Talk? I’m not going to talk, I’m just down there to MC 
the meeting. And these candidates want to tell what they’re 
going to do for the people." 


"Well," she said, "I know, but I’ve been with you a lot of places 
and you have a weakness and I don’t want you to do it; now, don’t 
monopolize that meeting." 


"No," I said, "I won’t say a word, Just meet so and so." 


When I got down there, you know, our great, we have a wonderful 
blacksmith in Hayden, his father was a blacksmith before him and 
he’s a great smith. I wouldn’t ranch there if it wasn’t for 
Albert Brierly. For some reason somebody had persuaded him to 
run for assessor. Well, poor Albert had never run for anything 
in his life, had never made a speech in his life, had never been 
out of his blacksmithing garb. But here he was in a suit of 
store clothes sitting up back on the platform with his fingers 
clutching his knees and shaking with the thought that he’d have 
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‘to go up and make a speech. I thought, what a pity, Albert is 
feeling bad, I’1l just start this meeting off and tell a few 
little jokes to ease into the thing and let Albert feel at ease. 


So I got up and said, "Well, I’m glad to see these very worthy 
gentlemen here tonight with us. It reminds me of days when I ran 
for office, I ran four times, twice I was beaten, twice I was 
elected." And I began to tell stories about how I was beaten in 
this and that and I got interested myself, you know. 


All of a sudden I looked down in the audience. .There was my wife 
waving the handkerchief. I said, "Oh, my wife’s calling me down, 
she wants me to shut up." 


A voice in the back of the room hollered, "Throw her out." 


I have lots of fun with my wife over that story. I may say, 
Albert wasn’t elected. 


I don’t want to do that this time. I wanted to talk some about 
what I’d seen; it isn’t near all because I wouldn’t be through at 
midnight. But how much of the Washington scene, Marvin, I don’t 
know, ought to be put in?.- It sounds kind of like sour grapes. 


Now, Ickes in his confidential memoirs that he published, he gave 
me a dirty crack, but that doesn’t bother me. I don’t really 
care much about putting that in. But on the Washington scene, 
and the General Land Office having no maps. Dear old Dr. 
Mendenhall, when I went back and showed him where the districts 
were, he said, "There’s something that reminds me of something 

in this map of where your districts are," and he said, "You bring 
it in my office and I have a big map on my office wall that shows 
the isohyetal lines that show the moisture. Whenever you get 
below ten inches nobody would take up land there. So these 
district all cluster around places where there’s less that ten 
inches of rainfall, that’s what we called the deep desert. 


So he took the map that I had of the grazing district and 
superimposed in on this isohyetal map and they just fit it.like a 
hand in a glove; true enough as you fellows well know, the six 
great American deserts, and they are where essentially all the 
grazing districts are, there’s a little slopover in the 
mountains. 


So that I had some wonderful help from some people in Washington 
that were wonderful people. And Marvin asked me to write the 
frontispiece, which I’m going to do. And I think I probably 
should confine myself to that part 


I think, fellows, that we can have a wonderful book, and I asked 
this young man here that is having an easy time taking down 
things, because I talk so slow. Isn’t that right? 
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I’m going to call on everyone here to give some samples of 
experiences they had, either humorous or tragic, or exemplary or 
whatever they are, and I’1ll get this down and then we can use 
these to salt our manuscripts, Marvin. 


So I’11 just start at the table right here, and I’1ll call on 
Harold. 


"Your service should have the district’s names," he said, "look 
in Webster’s Dictionary." 


Now, a grazer is an animal that eats grass, but a grazier is the 
man who has charge of the grazer. 

So I looked it up in the dictionary and it was the name I had 
never heard before, so I immediately announced, because I had no 
one else telling me what to do, whenever I thought of anything I 
just did it. I announced these men would be the regional 
graziers, and the regions and the top graziers. That’s how the 
name came, Marvin. 


MR. KLEMME: I thought that was an old English name. 
CARPENTER: It is; it’s still in the Webster’s Dictionary. 
PENNY: Wasn’t. there a poem? 


- CARPENTER: Yes. 


BB OB OB 


- KLEMME: I can quote that if you want me to. 

I am a young grazier, 

I just got out of college last year, 

I know my dramatics, my French and Mathematics, 
But what in the hell is a steer? 


MR. CARPENTER: They threw that out when they organized the BLM, 
much to my sorrow, but then I had nothing to do with it. All 
right, Harold. 


MR. BURBACK: I’m Harold Burback, I was the very first regional 
grazier in the State of Wyoming. 


My thoughts of the information I have received from Mr. Carpenter 
and some of the things that we must be careful not to make the 
book too technical. 


I feel, as you know, that any book that’s read brings in 
personality and usually the people who buy the books are the ones 
whose names are mentioned in the book. So instead of trying to 
make mine too technical, I’1l try to start in with first, the 
situation that we found in Wyoming when we started making 
districts there, and all through it I tried to inject the remarks 
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of some of the stockmen, some of the remarks of Mr. Carpenter and 
some of the remarks of the graziers, and that brings in, of 
course, a lot of names, which I think is very important. And we 
mustn’t forget that all through this during the first years of 
grazing we had the antagonisms of a good many people; and we also 
had, most of us, in the beginning were supposed to have been 
trained stockmen or have some knowledge of the range and so 
forth, yet a lot we had to learn just through the trial and error 
method. 


And I want to put in the book, and I have all the way through, 
there are several hundred pages I have here, to show that each 
one of the boys, as Farry said, knew nothing about hours, nor 

days of the week; we worked seven days a week, we had a lot of 
Sick leave which most of us never used at all, and there is no 
time but what we were interested in our work. 


And I must say that we got our inspiration from Mr. Carpenter 
because all of us went into that thing with the knowledge that we 
were really starting something different. 


Now, all the way through I tried to show the part the advisory 
board took, I tried to show the situation that existed in each 
district. For instance, in district number four with the grazing 
associations and their big checkerboard of the lands that were 
involved, presented the problems that they didn’t have in Arizona 
and New Mexico. And I tried to emphasize that. 


I tried to confine my remarks of course to the State of Wyoming, 
but a lot of the things that I have applied to the whole service. 
And I do think that Farry was right in stating that we should 
have a great deal to say about the CCC camps and their personnel 
and what they had done. 


And another thing I thought was very important was to get 
testimony that you could from stockmen who at first were opposed 
to the Grazing Service and who have benefitted to a great extent. 
And I have several of these in the file here showing they’re 
perfectly frank about it. They thought the damn thing wasn’t any 
good. But in the final analysis they came out with the 
recommendation that after all it helped the entire livestock 
industry, and I think each one of us should keep that in mind, 

and try and contact stockmen who you know are still living and to 
find out how they feel about it now. You’d be surprised how they 
swung around to believing in this. 


And another thing of course is to getting things that happened 


not only in advisory board meetings, but also on the range and 
some of the associations you made. And I think you ought to 
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mention names. If you say anything that’s derogatory you’1ll have 
to get their permission. But in many cases it’s interesting to 
people who are going to be interested in this book, not the 
scientists, but the people who use the range. 


I think if you’re going to sell the book you’re going to have to 
say, "Well, my name is in it, I’d like to read the thing." Of 
course, the interesting things that came up in the advisory board 
meeting, or interesting things that came up with director. 


I have in mind just one and that was when I was in Wyoming there, 
we had an office with the county agent in the post office 
building in Rawlins. And Mr. Carpenter came in from a rather 
difficult task of persuading his daughter to stay in Smith 
College and not be a welder during the war, and I introduced him 
and said, "This is Mr. Carpenter --" I’ve forgotten the 
Secretary’s name. 


And she said, "Well, I think you’1ll enjoy working with Mr. 
Burback, he’s a good man." But she didn’t realize that he was 
the director 


But each one of us must have had some such things to remember by. 
And I have an idea, fellows, that there’1ll be a lot of 
duplications ina lot of these things we send in, somebody that 
knows the whole thing is going to have to coordinate this stuff 
so we don’t get a lot of repetition. I know I’ve covered three 
states practically. I was in Utah, Colorado, and Wyoming. I’ve 
tried to inject the things that have happened along the line. 


I remember once in a particular meeting in Washington, when 
Ludley was the director, and we had a regional grazier from 
Montana who was very conscientious, Bob Morgan. He’d get out and 
have a few drinks and he got to feeling very sentimental the next 
morning, so he always sent his wife a present, depending upon 
what his conscience said, what was going on. 


Once he sent her a pair of hose, and in one particular big night 
he had, he almost bought her a mink coat, but I don’t know if he 
ever sent it or not. But it’s things like that that I know are 
interesting. 


I don’t want to take all the time here, but then I think we 
should have in each state, maybe a copy of the map of the state 
where the districts are and the lines and why they were drawn 
that way. I don’t know how you’re going to compile all this 
stuff, Farry, but it’s going to be quite a job. But don’t 
confine it, although you do have information there. For 
instance, I’ve had a report from Cheyenne about the number of 
district graziers and the number of advisory board members that 
are still living. I just want to quote one of them here. Of the 
advisory boards there were only three left. And one of them was 
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Stanford Mills, he’s eighty years old and he’s still chairman of 
the board in District Two. Another one is Grammer Graime, who 
lives in Wyoming, but he’s 88 years old and still interested in 
the Grazing Service. So we’re dealing with a lot of old timer 
people who are fast going through the process of going through 
the pearly gates. We’ve got to get this information right away. 
If you can contact these advisory board members still living and 
get a statement from them, I think it would help a great deal. 
If each one would do this in each state then everybody separate 
the wheat from the chaff. 


You state initially, Farry, Marvin’s work was fine, but it wasn’t 
enough to fill a book, and I don’t know how many pages do you 
figure a book should have? 


MR. CARPENTER: Well, I don’t suppose you can have a book with 
less than 300 pages. 


MR. BURBACK: That’s a hell of a lot of printed matter, we/’ll 
have to get a lot of information of interest from everybody else 
in order to get 300 pages of readable material. 


MR. CARPENTER: I have manuscripts on my desk over a foot high. 
I’ve got Warren’s and Lester’s and Bud’s. There’s a lot of it 
that’s got to be shook down. Of course, if we go into the CCC 
and illustrate it, it will make the book very interesting. 


MR. BURBACK: Take each camp if you can, some particular instance 
that was interesting that came up; and I have several of them to 
my knowledge, and I know Russell Penny and Warren Sholes knows 
all about them. But we had one example. We had trouble with 
fire next to the Medicine Bow Forest, we only had a bunch of boys 
from New York State who knew nothing about firefighting; we 
didn’t have much communications, but we sent them out to fight 
this rather disastrous fire in the mountains next to the forest, 
and they ran out of food. The Army, of course, was supposed to 
supply it. And through a message we got a call from the man in 
charge, the foreman in charge that they’re entirely out of grub 
for the men. And I got in touch with the Army commander, he 
assured us he would send up enough food. Well, they were short 
of ration money, so he sent up a full crate of cauliflower, which 
was his idea of food for firefighters for three or four days. 

And as a result we had to go to the local store and buy groceries 
and it was entirely against our authority. I stuck my neck out 
for a good many hamburger sandwiches I almost had to pay for 
myself, but we finally got it. But those are some of the things 
I think are interesting. One more, that was Charlie Ellis, who 
was a cowman from down in the Medicine Bow area. In the early 
days he had a cowboy working with him by the name of Owen Wister. 
Owen Wister wrote The Virginian. 
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The Virginian, of course, is a story that’s still being used and 
being on television. And Charlie Ellis says when Wister got 
through with his riding -- he was a good cowboy -- he’d go to his 
tent and write and they never knew what he was writing about. 
After he read the book there wasn’t a single thing in the book 
about the area. The story about the babies being changed, when 
they had a dance or something, that was entirely the figment of 
his imagination. But little things like that, that you get from 
the advisory board members, which I think makes the book very 
interesting. 


I won’t take any more time now. 


MR. CARPENTER: That’s fine, Harold. I’m sure we all agree that 
the more human interest stories we can get into this, the better 
it will be. 


What do you have to say, Bud? 


MR. BURBACK: In reviewing some of these manuscripts, I noticed 
that there’s a repetition of the field code or the Taylor Act. I 
think that should all be consolidated in one place, and 
eliminated from each of the regional writeups, that the regional 
writeup apply to the region as such. Because we’re going to bore 
the readers if we do a repetition of this each time. So I think 
that is the only comment that I might have on the arrangement of 
the material. 


By and large I think it is being very good, I think it’s very 
informative. 


MR. RIORDAN: Yes. 

MR. KLEMME: It deals with the early grazing on the national 
forest. My idea was, it gives quite a lot of human interest 
stories. He also gives the problems Teddy Roosevelt had of 
setting up grazing that later we had. And I thought that’s sort 
of a copy of that idea, I mean that book applies to us pretty 
close. Don’t you think? 

MR. BURBACK: Yes, I think there is a similarity. 

MR. KLEMME: It gives a lot of human interest stories. 

MR. DIERKING: Of course, Roberts was writing himself up, too. 
MR. KLEMME: Well, he might have been. 

MR. DIERKING: I know he was, I know him personally. 


MR. CARPENTER: We can’t keep personalities out. 
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MR. BURBACK: No, you can’t do that, that is absolutely true. 


Well now how far, to what extent do you think we should go in 
these personal experiences? Should we name names? 


MR. CARPENTER: Oh, yes. Now, for instance, fellows, I can think 
of a few names. There was Oliver Lee, district five, New Mexico. 
Made Pat Garret, the sheriff, put his gun down -- the sheriff 
that killed Billy the Kid. 


MR. BURBACK: Garrett. 


MR. CARPENTER: There’s Captain Mossman. In Idaho there was a 
Mrs. Yourien, the sheep queen of Idaho. Her daughter is still 
carrying forward. 


As I went from state to state, old Senator Cowles from Nevada, he 
wore his hair trimmed like an Iroquois Indian that stood up in 
the middle. He came to the meeting when we were forming the 
districts and I said, "Where do you fellows want to put these 
district lines?" 


Well, one wanted to put it here, one wanted to put it there, one 
somewhere else. Finally old Cowles, I saw him down there, he 
raised his hand. I said, "What do you say, Senator?" He says, 
"My cows wouldn’t know a line when they came to it, I suggest the 
line on the north be Canada and the line on the south be Mexico." 


That was his idea of a good line. 


Well, statements like that in those old guys, you know, are 
interesting and they’re funny, and we should try to recall them. 


Now, there was a gal in Nevada, and I don’t know her name, Tiny 
might know if he was here, but somebody told me there’s a woman 
sitting down in the front seat and her right hand is at right 
angles to her arm. And they said, "There’s quite a story, and 
she’s a sheep woman, I want you to meet her." 


Well, this is the story: She was tanned almost as black as an 
Indian, and she was kind of a tough looker, but she was taking an 
interest in this Taylor Grazing Act, but she was right on the 
front seat. She said, "My husband was the first man to ever 
bring sheep and stay with it in this district." And she said, 
"When we came in here they told him he’d go out feet first." 


"But," she said, "he wasn’t afraid and he carried his rifle with 
him, nobody dared get near him. One day his horse came back and 
he wasn’t on the horse. And then I knew what had happened. I got 
on the horse and I had another rifle of my own. I went out and 
found him. I stayed there all night and nobody got near us. Now 
I’ve got the biggest sheep outfit in this part of the country." 
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And I said, "Oh boy, she carried conviction with her as she 
talked." 


And I said, "Well, lady, how did you get that hand in that 
shape?" 


"Well," she said, "I was cutting sheep in the corral in back of a 
big gate there, it was still frozen. I turned my horse quick, he 
slipped and fell and broke my hand. The boys wanted to take my 
to town to the doctor and I said, "Nothing doing, I’1l put a 
splint on it and bring it out." She stated, "I just didn’t get 
it straight --" it was at right angles. 


Those are the kind of people, you met them, I met them; they 
don’t exist any more, they were here in the early days, we want 
to bring them in. 


I met a few as I went around and there were lots more, you 
fellows met a lot of them. We sure give the names, they’re all 
dead and gone, practically, you know. It will add interest to 
h i ay 


MR. KLEMME: It’s too bad Jerry Kerr wasn’t with us; Jerry and I 
worked in Utah for six months setting up districts, we had some 
interesting experiences, and Jerry could have told us many. 


MR. CARPENTER: Utah board number two was holding a meeting in 
Salt Lake City, there was a lawyer there, I can’t remember his 
name, good for nothing. He wanted to go in and argue a case in 
front of the board, and the board didn’t want lawyers arguing the 
case and they wouldn’t let him in. So he goes and sends a wire 
to Ickes and a wire comes back from Ickes to me, "Admit Mr. so 
and so to the district advisory board meeting." 


So I took him, went back and I said, "Gentlemen, I have an order 
from the Secretary that this attorney is to be admitted to the 
meeting," and I left. 


That evening I met, I think it was Del Adams, down in the lobby 
of the hotel and I said, "How’d you get along with that fellow?" 


"Just dandy," he said, "just dandy." I said, "He’s kind of a 
troublemaker." 


"No, no, he didn’t make us any trouble. We had to admit him, but 
we didn’t let him talk." 


Well, now, you know, those kind of things, it’s like the old 
mining laws the way they handled it, and what interests people. 


Now, you take old Wally Mathis, do any of you remember old Wally 
Mathis on the Arizona strip? 
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MR. KLEMME: Very well. 


MR. CARPENTER: Wally was a bishop, he ran a butcher shop. When 
they couldn’t pay the bills he took ina lot of jersey steers. 
Then he’d take these jersey steers and turn them up in the 
mountains, he’d run them up there until they were about four or 
five years old, then he’d go up there, he’d get a bunch of those 
steers and sell the boys good old jersey meat. And he wanted me 
to go up and see his corral and how he operated. I went up and 
stayed all night with him. 


He had a big corral, a spring on top of the mountain, it was the 
only water on top of the mountain, everything had to come and 
drink at night. , 


The cattle were wild, when he wanted to get a bunch, the gate was 
opened, they’d come in and drink and go out, then when he wanted 
to get a bunch he put forked sticks in the end of the gate with a 
heavy spring and the gate was almost shut. Now, you went out 
this way; when you went in you could get right by them, get in 
there. But if you tried to get out those spikes stuck out, if 
you know what I mean. And he’d fill up with jersey steers. He/’d 
let them set there a day or until they got weak, then he’d neck 
them up and drive them down. 


I used to run wild cattle in New Mexico, I was greatly interested 
in it and I spent the night with him. The next day we started 
down, he says, "Would you like to see Jack the escapee?" 


Who’s Jack the escapee?" 


He says, "He’s committed to the penitentiary at Prescott or 
wherever the penitentiary is -- Florence -- but he escaped, he’s 
up here running cattle and everybody knows he’s here, but they 
don’t want to come get him; he isn’t hurting anybody, he’s all 
alone, he’s a permittee." 


He says, "We like him." But, he said, "You know, Farry, he’d be 
greatly honored if you’d come up and see him." 


I said I’d be greatly honored, I’d be delighted. So we drove 
along, "He lives right up there on that hill." 


I said, "Lets go up." 


He said, "Well, all right, we’ll have to walk up," he said, 
"there’s no road up." 


I thought all right, I’1ll walk up. So we started walking up. I 


have a bad habit of whistling when I walk or something. He said, 
"It would be just as well if you don’t make a noise." 
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So I thought, I shut up. 


We walked along single file. He said, "Now, when we get up 
there," he said, "he’1l meet us on the porch, and he won’t invite 
us in the house." 


But, he said, "If you can get up an excuse and get in the house I 
want you to see what it looks like." 


So Wally was on the porch. 


"Hi," he recognized this fellow and Wally said, "Hi," to him. He 
says, "The director wanted to meet you, Wally; how are you?" We 
shook hands and all. 


I kept inching around by the kitchen door and pretty soon I just 
stepped right into the kitchen. And on the table right in front 
of the window were three rifles and a big pile of ammunition 
here. And he watched anybody coming up, they had to come up a 
foot, you see. 


Of course, I didn’t say anything, when I came out Wally said, 
"Well, you saw how he’s fixed." I said, "Yes, I saw how he’s 
fixed." 


So we started down the mountain and got down quite a ways and 
there was a little place they called Short Creek, I think. And I 
could just see a few houses down there, a little dust rising. 
Wally says, "This is a great day for we Mormon people, this is 
covered wagon day." 


I never heard of it." 
"Never heard of covered wagon day?" 


He says that means more than the Fourth of July, that’s the day 
that Brigham Young said, "This is the place," July 24. 


And he says, "They’re celebrating," he says, "but there ain’t 
many men in that town," he says, "they have plurality of wives, 
they moved out here where nobody bothers them." He says, "About 
the women down there, they’re down there celebrating Covered 
Wagon Day." 


We got out, Wally introduced me to the mayor, to the prominent 
citizens. In the meantime they were having their games. And the 
mayor said, "Wouldn’t you like to see some of the games?" Of 
course we would. 


And the games were all run, the women did all the running; they 
just had a few kind of weak looking men shooting off the cap 
pistol to start then. 
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He said, "Now, we’1ll have the 15 year olds run it off," so they 
ran the race, then two or three more. I said, "Well, Wally, 
we’ve got a lot of territory to cover, I’d like to stay, but we 
must be going." 


So we got in the car, said goodby and I never thought anything 
about it. The next, when we had our big grand meeting in Salt 
Lake City -- remember those big meetings? Well, everybody was 
arguing what he thought the rules should be. And now Wally had a 
reputation of having the longest rope in the Arizona strip, and 
he not only handled jersey steers, but some others that were in 
the sticks, and I knew it. So in the back of the room I saw a 
hand go up, it was Wally. I said, "I see our friend Wally 
Mathis, Bishop Mathis from the southern part, I’d like to have 
him come up and give his ideas about this rule." 


As he walked up I said, "You know, they say this fellow has the 
longest rope in the State of Arizona." Wally scowled; everybody 
laughed. He came up, got hold of the mike and he argued the 
point he wanted. He got through and he said, "The director seems 
to think he’s got a joke on me," but he says, "fellows, I’ve got 
a joke on him." 


I thought, what in the hell is he going to tell. He says, "You 
know, last summer the director come out to see me," and he says, 
"we come down to Short Creek and the girls were running off a few 
races there." And, "I said to him, ’Do you want to bet on that 
race?" And he said he would bet with me. He bet on the girl in 
the red dress and she won. Well, I didn’t think he knew anything 
about it. I said, ‘How about the next one?’ On the next one he 
said, ‘’I’1l put one and you take the field.’ Well, I thought gee 
whiz he sure knows something. And he picked the one in the blue 
dress and by god she won. I said, ‘Fellows, you Know why that 
was?’ He’d been down there chasing them girls before." 


You know, it’s funny things like that. And then I got a letter 
from Wally in Washington, he said, "What’s going to become of 
this country? You went and put that CCC camp down by old man 
Nutter’s springs there on the Arizona strip," and he said, "I 
just got along fine, I was selling him all my meat." Good old 
jersey meat, you know. 


And he said, "I was selling them all the meat." And he says, 
"Now they won’t buy meat until it is federally inspected and they 
ship it in from Ogden." Now, what’s the country coming to? Here 
I am right here with all these nice jersey steers and they’/re 
shipping in this inspected meat all the way down from Ogden." He 
says, "I want you to do something about it." Well, I couldn’t do 
anything about it, but when I saw him I said, "Wally, the Army 
feeds them, and I’ve got nothing to do with it, we give them a 
technical something to do." 
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So I couldn’t do anything. "Oh, the hell you couldn’t, you could 
if you wanted to." "No," I said, "I couldn’t if I wanted to, 
Wally." So Wally and I, we kind of parted, not too friendly. 

And about two months later I happened to go back through and ran 
into Wally. Oh, he ran over, shook me by the hand, "How are you, 
how you doing?" I said, "How you doing, Wally." "Just fine." I 
said, "How did you come out on your meat, Wally?" "They buy it 
all from me." I said, "The Army buys all the meat from you?" 
"Yeah." He says, "I’1l tell you what I did, Farry, I got 
acquainted with the mess sergeant and you know there’s only one 
kind of meat that can’t be inspected and that’s hamburger," and 
he says, "Them boys is eating hamburger that’s ground up jersey 
steers." 


Well, it’s little things like that. 


MR. KLEMME: There’s a question of libel that comes in that, 
we’ll have to have some attorney go over this very carefully, 
somebody’s grandson might bring a lawsuit against us. 


MR. CARPENTER: Francis, now it’s your turn. 


MR. DIERKING: Farry, before I finish, this is back to the Arizona 
strip. 


When we were holding the meetings up there, there was a great man 
in the western end of the district, Charlie Alcorn. So there was 
some of them arguing that goats should not be permitted on the 
range because they would strip it, denude it absolutely. 


So Mr. Alcorn gets up before the meeting and he tells them, "Now, 
ladies and gentlemen," he said, "this is absolutely wrong." He 
said, "It’s the sheep and the cattle that damage the range, 
they’re the ones that ruin it." 


He says, "You take the goat, for instance, and you go out and you 
look at the bottom of his hoof, and you will find two little pads 
on there. Now, when he walks across the range those little pads 
push the grass and the weed seeds into the ground and plant 
them." 


Now, he said, "You take a look at the sheep’s hoof." He says, 
"There’s a concave there and it’s surrounded by a sharp hoof. 
that hoof when he walks across the range cuts the grass off at 


the ground and even digs the roots out." "Now," he says, "tell 
me, do you think goats should be eliminated from the federal 
range?" 


MR. CARPENTER: That’s the stuff we want, you know. 
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MR. KLEMME: Do you know Charlie Alcorn, too. He kept all his 
manure, he said, "I sell that goat manure, I get more money from 
the florists in Los Angeles and San Diego than I do from my 
mohair sales each year." 


MR. DIERKING: Another amusing incident we had -- it was not 
amusing at the time -- Hulling Ussery was my assistant here in 
Arizona at the time and we were holding a board meeting over in 
the Safford district, I think it was the organization, or 
possibly the appeal meeting, on passing on the applications. 


There was an application there from an individual by the name of 
Wiley Eels, which the board rejected on the basis that no 
commensurate property, no prior use, a few other things. So as 
the appeal board was progressing the name Wiley Eels was called. 
A lady walks up and sits down across the table; the advisory 
board, Hulling, were over here; I was sitting down at that end. 
She sits down and says, "I am Wiley Eels." they thought it was a 
man. 


So they went on to tell her about why the application was 
rejected. So she took out one of these long cigarettes, lit it 
-- she was sitting there with her elbows on the table puffing 
this cigarette and after a few minutes she drew in a big draft of 
smoke and leaned over and just blew this smoke right into Hulling 
Ussery’s face. She says, "No S.O.B. is going to kick me off this 
range." 


MR. CARPENTER: That’s the real stuff, Bud. That she blew smoke 
right in the federal official’s eyes and told him what he was, 
that’s the good old pioneer blood. 


Have you got any more like that, Bud? 


MR. DIERKING: Well, when Safford district was organized we 
called for the election, and I guess the meeting was held in 
Safford, notice had been sent out and they were in there to elect 
the advisory boards. So there was an individual by the name of 
Akers at Duncan, W. J. I think were the initials, if I remember 
correctly. And at one time he had been Justice of the Peace. At 
the moment he was running no cattle whatsoever, he had at one 
time or other run cattle on the federal range. 


So he appeared at the meeting and he represented a group of 
people in the Duncan area that were more or less on the free user 
or trespasser side, they didn’t have much commensurate property, 
but they nominated him for a director on the board. 


So Harry Day of the Lazy B Ranch was one of the nominees from the 
same precinct. And unfortunately somewhere along the line there 
had been some 
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disagreement between the Days and the Akers. So we came to 
counting the votes and Harry Day won the election. So Mr. Akers, 
he was in addition to having been the JP, I think he had a 
smattering of legal training also. So he came in with a protest, 
couched in legal language, so on and so forth, as to why Harry 
Day should be barred from being certified or recommended for 
certification and why he should replace him. 


I happened to be conducting the election and I think it was 
probably my first one. Well, I didn’t know what the hell to do, 
so I called Farry. I don’t suppose he remembers this, but I 
called him and told him the situation and asked him what to do. 
He said, "Well, use your judgment," and hung up the phone. 


So I declared Mr. Akers out and Mr. Day in; and so sent in the 
recommendation to that effect. Well, that ended there after a 
fashion, but later on, or apparently Mr. Akers wrote to Secretary 
Ickes, he was supposed to have an in with Secretary Ickes. 


Supposedly he wrote to Secretary Ickes, and on down the road 
several years later the Secretary got the idea that we were 
eliminating or jobbing the little man, so he sent a number of 
individuals out into the districts to interview the various users 
of the public land -- you probably remember this. 


MR. CARPENTER: He was always spying on us. 


MR. DIERKING: Always spying on us. He sent an individual to 
Safford to do the investigating over there -- I didn’t know the 
man was there. But apparently he had Mr. Akers’ name, so he 
talked to Mr. Akers and he had quite a buildup; and he talked to 
a number of the disgruntled, the rejects and the free users and 
so on and so forth; he hadn’t talked to any of the larger, the 
substantial men. 


We were holding advisory board meetings over in Safford at the 
time and I got a call from Farry to meet so and so at a certain 
place. And this place of meeting was -- we were at the Buena 
Vista Hotel; there was another little hotel, the Olive Hotel or 
something, right across the street, second-rate hotel, and that 
is where I was instructed to meet this individual. 


I went over, knocked on the door. He said, "Come in." I opened 
the door and walked in and here was this elderly gentleman -- I 
can’t remember his name now, the name has slipped me entirely, 
it’s probably immaterial. But he was sitting there and in one 
hand he had a big piece, looked like angel food cake, and in the 
other hand he had a tumbler like this about three-fourths full of 
whiskey. And he was taking a bit of cake and a swallow of 
whiskey. I was never so amused in all my life, I thought what 
the hell have I gotten into. 
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Well, anyway, he finished his lunch or whatever it was, and we 
went into a discussion of the various complaints and so forth and 
what he had dug up. And I said, "Mr. so and so, I would be very 
happy to submit your report of the actions that the board has 
taken in this particular district for your consideration," which 
I did and they went in and I heard nothing further from it, I 
don’t know whether anything ever came out of it or not. 


MR. CARPENTER: These are the intensely interesting things, Bud. 
Do you have any more, Bud? 


MR. DIERKING: No, I think that will probably do for the time 
being. 


MR. CARPENTER: What do you say, Francis? 


MR. RIORDAN: I’m Francis Riordan, 7121 North Eighth Avenue, 
Phoenix. I started my career in 1935, November 8th, as a range 
examiner for the old division of grazing. 


But I think first, before I forget it, I should comment a little 
bit on our director. I remember a meeting in Salt Lake when he 
had all the advisory board there for committee of advisory board; 
he was making a plea for some minor change that he wanted, 
working on the 1938 Federal Range Code, I think; something was 
cooking. I remember he said, "What I want you boys to do is give 
me a horse I can ride." Do you remember that? Old Joe Adkins 
from St. George stood up and said, "Let me tell you about a 
cowboy in St. George. We were riding a bucking horse in the 
little corral one Sunday morning, everybody took a turn, he 
bucked everybody off. This old boy was supposed to be a great 
rider. he said, "I could ride the God damn horse, but my wife 
won’t let me." 


And another time, about 1:00 o’clock in the morning, I was sound 
asleep and my wife woke me up and said, "The telephone is 


ringing." I said, "Let the damn thing ring." Well, it kept 
ringing and ringing. So to shut it off I got up and answered it. 
He said, "I’m Farry Carpenter, I’m over with Doug Warner --" he 


was partying with Doug Warner or somebody over there, I could 
hear the singing in the background. he said, "Can you get me a 


room in the Park Hotel?" It was morning then, or almost. "And 
then take me over to Hatch in the morning?" I said, "Well, I/’11 
be down at 8:00 o’clock." At 8:00 o’clock I went down, here’s 


Farry sitting in the lobby with a roll of saddle blankets that he 
had got in Old Mexico, about that big, and a briefcase, so I took 
him to Hatch and sent him back to Hayden, Colorado. 


But anyway it triggered a lot of memories. My first association 
with the old division of grazing was a meeting called in Ely just 
after you had organized the Elko district and the Winnemucca 
district. The word was spreading like wildfire all over the 


39 










runt 
7 ‘ — = 
a 4 
by = 
eto Ah 
«@ i 
y 


-bva. ,epaiddt paiteeretat vleansini « 
; ee x. 


A 
4 
a 


emit edd +to%.ob videdorg. fLiw ted 2a 































‘iy 
Taions13 ,yse uoy of 
; i ee 
SunevéA dinplt disow £81 .nebxold etoa 


SPTX 6 S25 ,479 yecmevol .dcer nt i991!) Ya 
-paissxe to solalvib 


spnek rags ; 

sistil s tinemmoo biluoda I 49k. Joprt02 I etoted ,Je+ 
oi nedw odel Jis2 ni paiteam 6 tedaemex I- + tom 

iDised yxosivhe Yo aettinms sok sted? bised a 

\bosnew ef tad? spasdo z0onia smoe 10k 5a 

esv pnidjemoz Amid? I ,ebod epasA Isiebsi Bf i 

evig at oh ex ayod voy dasw T senw" bise sd. tad 

aniXbs sel {0 Stadt sedmemea voy od “.ebbas 

& Juods voy Ilex sai toJ"  biee bre @p be 

edt ni sexod priixtoud s paibiat sxew ol 

el ,aiu3 8 Aoot yhodyszeve. ,penimzom yah 

78919 6 ed oF Beroaqua asw yod bio aliT . 

etiw yu tud saved fmsb boo. sad ehix bivec 


’ 
i 


mo rvy 
«ti Bberewass bas prion 
5 You. 


a“ ia 





& oi Jep voy nso” ,blse ed. hr ed af yah paipe 
oni" .Jeaomls .«o ,nscdd pntarom asw tI “Siedon ; 
Li‘l ,fisw" .Bbise I "Se ’ yoy 


s'aiad. \avob Inew i X2019'0,00;8 3A Ma#oato%a oo:8 di 
o( Jed ateknsid albbsa.to fiox s ddim) amok add at paksa, 
toot I os, ,sasoteiid 6. bas ypid tar  twods .ontxs 

_ -obsi0loD. . doedt mic 


‘¢ 


v: >of Pal is ry , 
nottsloogas text} y 488 o ams 





country, a lot of information. Mud Townes was the county agent 
-- I hope you don’t let me forget to say something about county 
agents. Mud called the stockmen’s meeting in Ely, they didn’t 
know anything about what was going on, but they thought they did. 
You sent Archie Ryan, he was your spokesman. 


So they get this meeting going, I didn’t know anything about it, 
I have a little cow ranch 50 miles south of Ely, I had to ride 
out twice a month to get the mail, so I didn’t get the notice. 
But here showed up someone from Caliente, some ranger, and they 
were calling this meeting. I lived just in the inside of Lincoln 
County, two miles from the line. So they sent this old boy up to 
notify me of this meeting and to be down there. 


Well, I was out riding and he left a note with Mrs. Riordan. I 
got back, so the next morning I get up, go down to the meeting, 
they have the same old story that they were having in Ely, all 
the Utah sheep were going to be kicked out and over on top of 
them. 


The cowboys didn’t want to pay grazing fees, didn’t want 
boundaries. Finally they named me as their official 
representative of the Ely meeting. I said, "No, you just send up 
a delegation, I don’t want to take no responsibility for voting 
you in or out." 


This notice called for all these counties, Lincoln, White Pine, 
Eureka, so forth. So they agreed to be there at the Ely meeting 
at 10:00 o’clock, but for me to be there ahead of time and not 
let them pass or take any vote on putting Lincoln County in. 


I went up, I owned one suit and I dug that out, put it on, and 
get into the meeting, I was a little late, so I sat at the back 


aoor. 


The Lincoln County board came in, I could see them and knew they 
were there. My father, God rest his soul, was chairman. He had 
Mud Townes sitting on the right, that was his good ear; on the 
left he had Burt Quail, the lawyer for the company. 


So Archie answered some questions and things milled along pretty 
slow; low and behold, about 10:00 o’clock Mud Townes writes a 
note to my dad. He read this note and he says, "The chair now 
calls for a motion to vote in the counties we have listed and 
shown on this map as Taylor Grazing districts." 


My partners weren’t there from Caliente. I said, "Mr. Chairman, 
I think you’re being a little previous, I don’t think we’ve had 
all the questions and answers that we have in mind, I move that 
you withdraw your suggestion." 
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Well, before that one old guy, it was all arranged, they wanted 
it done before the Utah sheepmen moved in. So some old boy, Bob 
Moorman, or somebody, moved that area be put in the grazing 
district. He argued with me for a minute, I asked a couple 
questions. I had Gordon Griswold, he had been at some meetings, 
and I said, "You help me carry this thing, we’ll fight a delaying 
action until the boys from Lincoln get here." He said okay. 


So I asked a few questions. My dad turned to Mud and he said, 
"Go down and run that son of a bitch out of the meeting;" he 
didn’t recognize me in the black suit standing in the back of the 
room. Mud said, "It’s that God damn son of yours." 


Anyway, we fought a delaying action for awhile, finally he moved 
again that the vote be taken and I made a motion that it be 
ignored and that we recess until after lunch -- it was getting 
along towards 11:00 o’clock, my people still weren’t there. 
Reluctantly we adjourned until 1:00 o’clock. At 1:00 o’clock my 
partners were there and everything worked out all right. 


So I started as a CCC range, this was in 1935, May or June. 
November 8th I was on the payroll as a CCC range examiner out at 
Sunnyside. And the old superintendent came over, he had all the 
papers to hire me. He said, "We’1ll furnish you transportation." 
A two ton stake truck, it stuck out this far. I was trying to 
make my way out in the country through these junipers, I was 
chopping junipers all the time. So I took it back, took the body 
off and built me a box behind the cab so I could carry my saddle, 
a five gallon can of gas. The first hundred miles the back shook 
to pieces, I lost my saddle and all my junk .and had to travel 
back about 20 miles and find it along the road. 


So we worked with that thing, I drove that around for about a 
year. I’d drive up to a rancher’s yard in that contraption. I 
dropped in on old Death Valley Scotty, Scotty was financing this 
fellow Dawson. Dawson wouldn’t talk to me unless I talked to 
Scotty. 


I went to Scotty’s camp. He came out, I told him who I was. He 
said, "Are you one of those God damned Riordans from White 
River?" I said, "Yes." He said, "Well, you son of a bitch, take 
that God damned contraption around behind the camp and hide it so 
. the tourists can’t see it" -- that was the truck with no body, it 

was as long as this room, the back wheels jump up and down in 
sand. So I stayed with him overnight. 


Then it wasn’t long, well, at that time I was drawing the line 
around that central part of Nevada. You remember the state, the 


meeting when Senator Key Pitman gave you hell for leasing these 
isolated tracts? 


MR. CARPENTER: I/’11 never forget that. 
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MR. RIORDAN: "You call those isolated tracts? The whole center 
of Nevada?" 


When he came out, he said, "Francis, we sure stopped those sons 
of bitches that time?" 


And I was working for the outfit, he didn’t know it. When we 
drew the line around the central part of Nevada, it was about two 
years before. See, we ran into the acreage limitation at that 
time, Elko, Winnemucca and these Utah districts, Colorado, Utah, 
Wyoming, used up the 80 million acres. 


Ely was raring to go and no acres, so it wasn’t until two years 
after. In the meantime I was working for the grazing district, 
Les Brooks, and we had a meeting, a couple of incidents in that 
Ely board meeting that might be of interest. 


First there were two little goatmen, one name of Rodriguez out 
north of Ely about ten miles, on a spring that belonged to Adams 
and McGill. They didn’t have any base property or anything; they 
lived there, didn’t bother nobody, but these stinking goats 
irritated the townspeople, they didn’t want them around there, 
they used to like to picnic there. 


So we get in the board meeting, the board rejected the 
application because they had no base property. Les was trying to 
be helpful and the "free use" rule at that time was a little bit 
indefinite. 


Les said, "Well, now, maybe we can give you free use." Well, 
sure, free use, okay. They didn’t understand English very well. 
Well, Les said, "They have to be domestic livestock." "Well, 
what’s domestic livestock?" "Well, you have to use them and eat 
them, or you have to milk them." The Mexican said, "We’1ll milk 
them." He had about a hundred. Two years later he was still 
trying to milk them, as far as I know. 


Then we had another board meeting, maybe it was the same one. 
the meetings lasted a week or ten days at that time; we carried 
the case files around, there were no district offices, we carried 
the case files around in orange crates. We/’d load up one of 
these hearses, or one of these Ford station wagons in Reno with 
all the cases for the Las Vegas district and the Ely district, 
maybe the Elko district, and wherever these board meetings were 
scheduled. We’d load these cars up with crates of files, take 
them from one district to another. Our contact was always the 
county agent. Mud Townes in Ely, maybe I’1ll say this right now, 
without his help the organization of grazing districts in that 
part of Nevada would never have got off the ground, I don’t 
believe. 
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But all the county agents in the cow country districts were 
livestock oriented; they knew every stockman and the stockman had 
confidence in the county agent and he worked with them. He was 
helpful in taking applications and he’d have applications stacked 
up for us when we came to board meetings, his office, his long 
distance telephone lines were available, his secretaries were 
available. They made our way, all of the county agents. 


MR. CARPENTER: The farm bureau helped, too. 


MR. RIORDAN: The farm bureau was under them. In Nevada the farm 
bureau at that time wasn’t very strong. But the county agent 
ramrodded the deal, and if they had been against use, or just if 
they had been neutral, the going would have been a lot rougher, 
but they were very good. 


Another one that comes to mind, there’s a big sign in Las Vegas, 
the biggest sign in Las Vegas says "Binion’s Fremont Hotel." 
Binnie had a ranch up in Montana just south of Circle, an old 
ranch house with a big porch around it. Jim Spellman was 
district manager. So Binnie got fouled up with the law, he’s been 
in gambling back in Texas, I guess things got a little hot. 

Those boys shoot at each other down there. So Binnie moved up 
out of Circle, he thought he was pretty much out in the woods, 
which he was. 


On this front porch was a guard with this sawed off shotgun. Jim 
Spellman, to start with, decided Binnie had lost his citizenship 
when he went to the penitentiary so he was going to cancel 
Binnie’s grazing license because he wasn’t a citizen. That 
didn’t look very good to me, so I went over and talked to his 
lawyer in Miles City. He said, "Well," he said, "he’s turned 
everything over to his wife, it’s in joint tenancy to begin with, 
she’1l sign the application." 


So we said, all right, we’ll let her go. In due course Binnie 

went to the penitentiary for a couple of years, they sent him to 
Leavenworth. He came back, a couple weeks, Spellman was still a 
little spooky about this deal. He called me up and said, "let’s 
go up around Circle." We went to Binnie’s; the guard was still 

there. We walked up, visited with him on the front porch, had a 
drink and talked. So as we started to leave he said, "Riordan, I 


want to ask you just one favor." I said, "Well, fine, that will 
be okay." He said, "Don’t ever drive up in front of my door 
again in that God damned black car." He said, "It was a car just 


like that they hauled me to Leavenworth in." He didn’t want any 
more of that. 


This may be so some interest. On drawing this line around the 
central part of Nevada, I went from one ranch to another to find 
out the extent of it. I had some advantage in that most people 
knew my name, those that I didn’t know personally. 


43 



















































pisw etoltrtalb. 

Sed nemloots eft bas 
“sw 9 .med? sitkw bots 
bexosJa anolitsoligas eved-Bad ba 
eto! eid ,eoltte sid apilsoom 180d 
etow selistexsee aid ieadot ina ria 
~atamge tance odd a {iss 1 Yaw or 


00d, cheqiert usexis 


| om 
mis2 sit shseveti at-. .moedt eben BAW UE 

tneps y3jnwoo edo sya /Phome yrev 2% 

+i stave x0 yes tanteps meed bed yedt 3k 

~tadpuex tof & read even. apie priiop. 


Hepes’ ant it coka pid & e‘exen? bain on! 
".J930H Jtnomezt a‘weinaia® 8Y8a 2speV sad: 
bio 1S ,ef91f) Io Adwoe taut sretno’ al oy 
S6w asmileqe miG .3) bavovs do1og 
esd ead .wel edd dtiwoqu baluot —_ einnié.« 
Jot eLItli s top apaits e2eup' I .esxeT 
Gu bevom sinnifi o& .stedt nwob tsrito dose 
,8bcow sit at Juo doum YIte1q esy on — os 
-— 


“q 


b 


ait. .niupteoda tic howseaiad sitiw brane & ew 

olifanes itis eid teol ben sinanta hebioeb thy: 
fsoms° of pifop esw en on yreltsnetinag of 
JsdT .nesigio. s 3 nesw on StvUEOSd sary 


a & 9 a 


eid oF beXIss bug seve: Jaew Ives. ee oF: 0B Yer ook ihe 
Senivd esd"  bbsm ext “i fow" bisa ott + i eet. 
iti alped oF yonsase satot zt @*3l ,stiv 2) 


"ols 4 ra ' oe 
j cn oe 7 

Siunia seives sub ml .op “son fos. Ettew. tagia [i 

oF mic Ines ysdd ,etsey to siques 6 so% Spe Thats 

S&S [iit2 2ew aseilesce ,atsew obit & \ao ) te _ 

e'J9i" ,biae bos quem befi pe 
{lite esw Pigun ede 12 silnn 

6 Ss ,foiog Inox? edt no mid dsiw 

Y ,s6b10lg" bine od avesl oc £ 


fitw jed? .eald ,ffew" ‘ot ten aa 


ob, “a 2e ee ra 
yas jew 2*nbib. ob. -  Somk Meno 


arom 
‘es 


Jeut 1095 6 easy SI. bien oe 





MR. CARPENTER: Who was the head of the farm bureau there in 
Reno? 


MR. RIORDAN: If you hadn’t asked me quick. 


MR. CARPENTER: I know we got big help from the county agents 
there, they were a big help to us. 


Mr. Riordan: Well, this incident, I was making this tour around 
these ranges, some wanted in, some wanted out. Molly Malone made 
the first map -- later he was the senator. 


MR. CARPENTER: He started off as water commissioner. 


MR. RIORDAN: Well, he was state senator for a long time. He 
made this Nevada map, which is a God send to us when we were 
starting out. 


So I had this Molly Malone map, this ranch and that ranch. We go 
up to the top of the mountain home, but we don’t want in. 


So out of this melange of pins I drew a line all the way around 
that thing, except when I got over to Pioche I asked Les to send 
Pop Griswold over. I said, "You send him over on that side,: 
which he did. So we got this map worked out. 


Anyway, down in Placer Valley where Warm Springs Canyon comes in, 
up in the head of the canyon were two deaf mutes, they had a 
pretty good ranch operation, I imagine three or four hundred 
cattle, a nice outfit. They had a sign language between 
themselves, of course, they’d grown up together. But a stranger 
came in, each one of them had two or three pads of paper, about a 
dozen pencils, they’d write a note to me; one would write a note 
to me. He’d write it, show it to his brother, his brother would 
nod, they’d hand it to me. I’d sit down and write my answer. 


This went on to midnight -- I got there along in the evening. 
They said, "You have to stay until tomorrow." I said, "Okay." We 
want to show you the cows, the range." So I rode with them the 


next day. the second night this went on, two consecutive nights, 
I sat there and scribbled answers, sometimes it would be yes or 
no, sometimes I would have to write two or three sheets. 


Just one more goat story, this is in New Mexico. You might take 
a lesson from this, anybody that’s still working, not many of you 
left. But in Oregon Pass there’s a lot of mining claims and 
usually these old goat people stuck around on a mining claim, 
that’s about all they ever had anyway, nobody could move them 
very much off a mining claim. He had 50, 75 goats out there. He 
was in everybody’s hair, so this thing had drug on for several 
years. Bob All was district manager. Finally he rejected this 
old boy’s application out and out. How Bob got this thing into 
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court, I don’t know, but he did, he got this case somehow before 
the judge. I think it was old Judge Noblett. 


MR. DIERKING: Noblett was at Santa Fe. 


MR. ROIRDAN: Anyway, this was the judge at Las Cruces. Bob goes 
in with no legal help at all, pleads his case before the old 
judge and he listened to it. the judge rapped his gavel, he 
said, "Mr. All, I’m going to dismiss this case. And if you ever 
bring another case like this before my court, I’11]l throw you in 
jail for contempt." So that was the end of Bob All’s trespass 
case. I think I’d better sit down and let somebody else. 


MR. CARPENTER: Thanks, Francis. Palmer, you’re next. 


MR. SCHIELE: My name is Palmer T. Schiele. During the period 
we’re speaking of, the setting up of the grazing districts, I was 
in the Civilian Conservation Corps end of this work, camp 
engineer and then camp superintendent and then in charge of the 
chapters in the State of Arizona. 


I was happy to hear Mr. Carpenter and other speakers emphasize 
the fact that I think the CCC should be given consideration in 
whatever is written up. 


As a Grazing Service I’m sure, like the rest of us here, we had 
an excellent product to sell, and we know in this day and age any 
time that you advertise any product that you have to sell, many 
times you have leaders to attract people to your business. In 
the grazing camps and setting up the districts it was a very nice 
thing to tell the permittees that the district was set up there, 
there’s a possibility of them getting a camp, and thousands of 
miles of fencing, water development to be made. So I feel that 
the CCC should be included in this writeup. 


MR. CARPENTER: They certainly will be. 


MR. SCHIELE: There’s one little thing that came to mind. I was 
in Albuquerque one morning, stopped into Ed Pearson’s office, and 
he was going over his mail. He tossed out a letter and said, 
"Palmer, how would you answer this?" I picked up the letter, 
evidently they had denied a small permittee out of Albuquerque on 
some application. And this fellow had written a very nice letter 
back and appealing. And he says, "After all," he says, "who is 
this man Taylor? What does he know about the Navajo problems?" 


MR. CARPENTER: That reminds me, a fellow over in North park went 
over, he wanted to buy a ranch in North Park; a real estate man 
was showing him the property. He was saying, "This is Taylor 
land, this is Taylor land." Finally, the dude said, "Who is this 
Taylor that owns all this country?" 
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Joe, what do you say? 


MR. FALLINI: Well, this is off the record, Farry; I appreciate 
being here and I wasn’t a member of this. 


MR. CARPENTER: Give the reporter your name and title, will you, 
Joe? 


MR. FALLINI: Joe Fallini, State Director of BLM in Arizona. 


I’m going to yield my time to some of these more experienced 
hands that were here in the early days; but I think it’s great 
that you’re recording these incidents and personalities and 
characters. Most of my information is second-hand. 


I do want Harvey to tell the incident about the lady horse 
permittee at Kitty’s Hall who wrote Kelso Newman a nasty caustic 
letter, and Kay handed the letter to I think it was either Black 
Bill Anderson or Harvey, and he said, "Write this old bitch a two 
page letter and don’t tell her a damn thing." 


MR. MCDOWELL: He tells it a lot better than I do. 


MR. FALLINI: I think you fellows have done a remarkable job to 
start an organization out like you did; you had a lot of 
controversy and a lot of public participation, I think that’s 
what made it a viable organization. thanks for inviting me here. 


MR. CARPENTER: Thank you, Joe. 

Now, the old firefighter. 

MR. BEEHLER: I sent you in about everything I know. 
MR. CARPENTER: No, get up and tell them, Howard. 


MR. BEEHLER: There’s one incident I thought of after that, 
though. ; 


I’m Howard Beehler, Bureau of Grazing Service. We had a fire in 
Colorado one time and they sent out a bunch of these colored 
soldiers and the fellows all razzed them so that they took their 
rifles with them and a canteen of water, and the fire lasted 
about four or five days. And they razzed these coons about the 
bear, lion, wild animals up in there, and they had them so scared 
their eyes stuck out and the whites of their eyes rolled around. 
Hell, they damn near couldn’t get the fire out, our boys had to 
fight the fire themselves, they were so scared. 
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They took their rifles with them, with their shovels, and they 
wouldn’t drop their rifles and take the shovels, by golly, they 
wanted that rifle ready for a bear. So they didn’t razz any more 
firefighters, they were almost out there by themselves. 


And I’d like to make a recommendation, I sent mine in to Farry, 
then I think you ought to get him to read it and tell it; he 
could tell it better than any of us. Then everybody read it 
after it’s in the book, because he can add a few things. 


I was with him in the First World War down in Georgia, we went 
out to a colored camp meeting. Do you remember that, Stone 
Mountain? 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes, Camp Gordon, Georgia. 


MR. BEEHLER: We sat in the back, they were baptizing these coons 
in the river and everything. And so the preacher came to -- what 
was the other fellows name with us? 


MR CARPENTER: I forget his name. 


MR. BEEHLER: He came to us and asked somebody to say something, 
so we sent him onto Farry. By golly, we had to go home before he 
got to talk, we missed something there. 


But all those I sent in are all that I can remember, about the 
two-headed monster of the CCCs. I had a very interesting 
experience with that. 


We had the Army and the technical service, of course, and each 
had their men and their duties to do, and I was kind of a 
pacifier, I guess. When I’d go around to Harold he’d tell me all 
his damn trouble, I had to go out there and try to straighten 
them out. So I’d get together, I’d get the commanding officer 
and the technical supervisor together in a meeting and we’d try 
to get the Army district commander, district inspector, I think 
they called him. Some of the things we found out there about 
they couldn’t get along, the two of them, the Army and the 
technical service, they were having troubles. So we’d get them 
together and try to bring that out, and in a private meeting, 
doors closed, just the four of us. 


And this didn’t go into their personnel files and nobody 
mentioned it afterwards, and some of the damndest things came out 
to cause trouble between these two services. As an example, and 
I think it was in one of your camps that opera singer, she paid a 
little too much attention to the company commander’s wife at the 
dance, that made the conflict. "The hell with you, I don’t want 
to do this for you, and I won’t do that for your." We finally 
got that straightened out and they shake hands, we’d go out and 
nobody say anything about it, nothing in the personnel file. 


47 





































yodt bres (utavorte tiedt i Pe 9 a 

yed? ,yfLlop, yd ore a a * the ia ‘tbs Ean 
_ etem Yrs ssst J *mblb yeild O2 - .xsed 5 ars | aenslip oe — 
-Bov loomed yd stead duo sath Ue w Yer : os 
oy var ie ee Ud we @ 
vesst of oh sale’ treet, Gla nibecuuuaaile 6 Bx C 

ed {tt (fot bas ti bast oF mia Jap oF hem 
ti bsex ybodyzeve sett a to. yrs asdt 
| ‘rh qd? wet s bbs bail (@Bon led x 


on | ae , 

tnew ow siptoe® wt mwob aw is tek ony Neel “ . Wh 
enosé ,I6dt Yedmomex voy aa | qms5 ‘bexok te W/ 

ib on 2. Y, sf ; 


.siptoaD “\oba00 ‘qmed 80x 


anoos seeny onintsqea.: etew yard pay Ny at mi toa on 193 
tatiw'+- oF ema redosexq ent o8 Bre “Vpridty eve baa” user yp 
Tew agi BLS SwodtGn, ‘709: « 


oana ahd Jopro® I a! 


swaldyamog Ysa of ybodam oe fates bee Od enc> eH 8 
 @a ea10Ted Stor! Op OF. ber ow \y¥tiog ya" Weer otne aid d 
oxyedt aia beaele ow ‘ates 


‘ 
7 { 


eds tueds . tec im epiatea “50 I tetd Ife: oxs Hi eet t -esodt 
poitzeyesni yiov 6s hed 1 - ae ‘ony to: Tejonom bs 
fi | ee ae 


ifs om (ot bad biowey oF Hide oy ‘OL nedw fe roi . 
aetdplaxte ot ya? bis e1sdt sud 67 bed Xt ,elduots ul 
telltto pabbasmuoo add sop B*E ‘gp07 top b*I, oa le a 

Yas bow Snes patveonr 5 al tedzepe t toety coger pagienityetc | 
Anids LT \xateeqgen? tobasaks , tebe to Joistalp yorsA’ so: + ton 
Jueds exeft tuo bowel ow apnidt et to once mid aL Le 
od) bas yarA ott mods to owd sid pnols tep Pt abisen 
meas Joy b*ew of \eetdtous paiva eisw veds <eolv ise 
Raitentshtaael bens uh 8 be bane p eed paid he ‘yet Ba 
fs | oe p earOy : 


whoa bree: soles ina i > 
JuO ome eapaics sasbaneh edt to" 
ge FE ra 18 aA Vise 
a Ot 






tna i =. on 2} Jed? ob t\now K/bne uo % 


We had a few drinks along with it. But that’s all I remember, 
except what I sent in to you. I sent you four pages. 


MR. CARPENTER: I was trying to get a little more. We got a good 
report. 


MR. BEEHLER: I got some stuff though I don’t think you can put 
in the book. 


MR. CARPENTER: Well, that will make the book interesting. 
MR. BEEHLER: Here you go, if you want to put it in. 


We’d go around to these advisory board meetings, we had one in 
Meeker one time, if you remember J.D. Dillard. After the 
advisory board was over, everybody would buy a quart. J.D. was 
always jobbing somebody, and we had a Johnny Machetti, I think it 
was, he wasn’t married. Warren Gray was the range commander, he 
was married, and they were there. 


They had a room at this hotel across the street -- I’ve forgotten 
the name -- in Meeker. So Dillard jabs him, he knew this woman 
that ran the hotel and restaurant. So he got her to get two 
waitresses to go up to their room after the advisory board 
meeting was over, and go in the room there and see what these old 
boys could do with them, you know, for a certain length of time, 
then the whole damn bunch would come in on them, the stockmen and 
everybody. 


Well, they didn’t get there quite in time, some of these girls, 
so they all walked in there, then Warren Gary and Johnny had to 
buy the rest of the whiskey for the night. We got them out of 
bed, started talking about old times. One of the girls said, 
"You were a little bit late, a little bit more and you’d have 
been too late." 


But we had a lot of those instances. Old Russell Rose, he could 
give you a lot of those, although Nick Monte got a letter 
yesterday that he passed away. 


VOICE: You spoke of Johnny that worked with you there, Johnny 
Johnson. 


MR. BEEHLER: He’s over here, very sick, very low. It’s the 
arteries into his brain, he’s bedridden. But I was over and 


spent a day with him day before yesterday. They had him up ina 
wheelchair; he recognizes and remembers a little bit more. 


MR. CARPENTER: Did he know you, Howard? 


MR. BEEHLER: I think so. My wife, Myrna, said to him, "Johnny, . 
let’s go to a dance." "Not me," he says. Well, you know, he 
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knows more than he looks like he does. And then the last time, 
last year, we were over there, the wife used to play the piano 
and Johnny would fiddle. We got the organ out in the bedroon, 
where he’s in the bed. And she played a few tunes, Beulah, his 
wife, got the old fiddle and the bow and by golly he put it up 
there like that and tried to fiddle. So he knows more than they 
give him credit for. But the poor devil is in a hell of a shape. 


MR. CARPENTER: That’s what they told me, that there was no use 
trying to get him here. 


MR. BEEHLER: I think he would know you; I don’t know, couldn’t 
say for sure. 


VOICE: I worked with him a little bit on a range dispute between 
Wyoming and Colorado, right in that area; he was the district 
grazier on one side, me on the other. We tried to adjust the use 
across the line, the state line. 


| Well, I went to see him about two years ago here when I first 
learned that he was here, and he didn’t know me at all. 


MR. BEEHLER: Well, he’s better than he has been, the last year 
or two, they found something that helps him a little. Johnny and 
I were in the First World War together. He introduced me to you. 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes. 


MR. BEEHLER: In Kansas. He said, "See that long skinny bugger 

there?" We stopped a troop train there in Kansas and Johnny and 
I, "See that guy out there? That long skinny bugger out there? 

That’s Farry Carpenter, he’s that crazy guy at Christopher with 

the sheep and cattlemen," and he introduced me right there. 


MR. SCHIELE: You marched them down to headquarters. 


MR. BEEHLER: He did worse than that. He was the top sergeant, 
he read a book about how he should fit shoes, and you had to have 
an eight pound pack or fifty pound pack on you, you stand on one 
foot and put your foot in your shoe, that’s the size you wore. 

We went out on a hike a couple days after that, everybody had 
blisters, put them all in the hospital. So we finally got the 
right size shoes again. 


MR. CARPENTER: That’s the way the Army did it. 
MR. BEEHLER: I haven’t got any more to say. I’d recommend that 


you take that I sent you and give it to one of these recorders, 
you can put more polish on it than I can. 
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MR. CARPENTER: We/’11 put it in the mill, Howard. What do you 
say, Russ? 


MR. PENNY: I’m Russ Penny, State Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management in California. 


Harold mentioned a little bit about getting the livestock people 
in this, but you mentioned a little more last night than you said 
today, that was getting some of these people who knew about the 
old days also to comment about the success of it. And I’m 
thinking of such people as Christianson, Tolliver, John Hay, 
people like that, that would really contribute a lot because they 
know, they’ve been through it all. And they were opposed to it 
initially. They know the whole story, you’d get kind of a fresh 
approach. 


MR. CARPENTER: I think we’1ll have to have a chapter, Marv, for 
the district advisors reactions. 


MR. PENNY: I think this would be good. Harry Solen in Idaho. I 
think if you were to give them a section they’d do you a lot of 
good. 


I can remember a book that was published way back when, I think 
it was '37 or '38, "If and When it Rains," in which they quoted 


MR. CARPENTER: American National Cattlemen. 


MR. PENNY: Francis and we old range examiners didn’t know what 
we were talking about, if you recall. They quoted Tom O’Neal, 
John Budd, a bunch of these old time cowboys that you’1l 
remember, and in it told their views on things. So it’s kind of 
an interesting part of the history that you’re speaking of, 
FAErVe. 


But the time I’m going to speak about is mostly going to be in 
Wyoming. I want to tell a story, which I think will illustrate 
the attitudes of these people we dealt with, the livestock 
people, because of course, the area that I was familiar with is 
Cokeville, the Rock Springs area, and the people were very fine 
livestock people, well educated people, but they were hardheaded, 
but yet in depth just very fine people. And we were having a 
meeting, in fact, the meeting was a Forest Service meeting in 
Cokeville. the chairman was Les Olson. 


I waited until about 10:00 o’clock at night and decided it was 
getting pretty late, I was going to go home about 50 miles away 
and so I asked if I could be excused. Les said, "Well, hell, no, 
Russ, really this is the reason why we’re here is because of 
you. 
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So they stopped the Forest Service meeting and they took me on. 
Now, these were the fellows whom by this time I had developed a 
great deal of friendship with -- Warren will remember them, Les 
Olson, Bill Mau, Hal Mau, the Cubbys, Louis Robertson, very 
prominent people in the state. 


We had worked on the trails and some allotments and anyway we had 
got to the point where we’d made a decision that we were going to 
do something. And the people that were on my side weren’t saying 
much, but the people opposed in this just tore me up one side and 
down the other. My friends -- I thought they were my friends -- 
they just gave me hell. And then I remember Al Mau getting up, I 
thought he was one of the best friends I had. By the way, he is 
to this day. 


He got up and said, "You know, Russ, you maintain you’re going to 
stand your ground on this." He said, "Let me tell you something, 
you don’t know a God damn thing about the livestock business; the 
regional grazier who’s Harold Burback doesn’t know a God damn 
thing about the livestock business, neither does the Secretary 
here." 


Then another one would take me on for awhile. This goes on and 
on, finally they run down, so they said, "well, hell, I guess we 
might as well adjourn this meeting." So they left, decided they 
ought to go over and see if they could open up Haggarty’s saloon. 
He was also a livestock holder, but also ran a saloon. 


We adjourned to the bar, by this time it’s about 1:00 o’clock in 
the morning and we have a drink or two and they got into the idea 
of athletic prowess. So they decided that Louie Robertson, who 
was a sheepman, by this time had developed kind of a paunch, I 
was at that time about 25 years old, they decided Louie and I 
should run the race to see who was going to buy the drinks for 
the rest of the night. 


Bill Mau was supporting me, so we got out in the streets of 
Cokeville at 2:00 o’clock at night and somebody gave the signal 
and I realized how I really wasn’t a foot racer, but he got 
halfway down the street, started laughing; we stopped and went 
back and had the drinks. 


The point of my story is that here were people who could fight 
you, I mean they were strongly opposed to you, and the next 
moment cement their differences and go in and remain friends, and 
they are today, these are the people that are very close friends 
of mine. 


Also included in some of this same group of people you’1l recall 
that Cokeville was the center of you might say the great center 
of the sheep industry. Certainly part of the finest spring-fall 
range for sheep probably in the west. 
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And from these spring-fall ranges they would trail as many as 
1,500 miles during the year with their sheep in going from their 
spring range to their summer range to the fall range and back 
home again and such. 


And part of this was going from Cokeville out to the winter range 
around an area they called Sage, and they’d put about 250,000 
sheep through this very narrow area. 


I arranged for a sheep trail in here and at the point of this 
hill we wanted a holding ground. There were some mining claims 
that were owned by a sheepman by the name of Harry Julian. Harry 
and his brother Jack also had a store right at Sage. And he gave 
me permission to include the mining claims -- actually they were 
patented mines -- into this holding ground. 


Well, the miner who was mining the area also had dairy cattle. 
And he was running them out in this general area. So one morning 
early I get a phone call and the sheriff, Harry Cottrell says he 
just got a call from Al Mau and by God, he said, somebody is 
shooting up a herd, you’ve got to get out there. 


He Said, "It’s really not my job, you’re the guy that started 
this." 


I said, "Well, you’re the sheriff, aren’t you?" "Well," he said, 
"let’s you and I and Al go out and see what this is about. 


Out we go, here it turns out, Al’s herder, a Mexican herder comes 
up to this area close to the holding ground.I’m speaking of, 
there’s some nice grass there, he noises up a bunch of sheep. 
the miner who has the dairy cattle goes down.to run him off. 


Al Mau has told the herder that I’ve arranged for this area, he 
can move up there, the hell with anybody, see. 


Well, it isn’t quite right, he was over a little bit. Anyway, 
the miner, who’s name was Stott, goes down, he gets in an 
argument. The Mexican on the horse ends up by kicking the miner 
in the chin. The miner hollers up to Mau who’s across the 
railroad right-of-way, over the side of the hill where there’s a 
shack. He says, "Hey, Mau, bring the 30-30." 


Mau doesn’t bring the 30-30, but a bullet hits right behind the 
sheep herder’s horse’s heels and the next one under his gut, and 
the sheep herder takes up over the top of the hill. 


And so anyway we go out there to try to find out what this is all 
about. Of course, we decide to leave it alone, we couldn’t find 
the herder, we weren’t going to go down into the mine to see if 
he was there; nobody was hurt, we kind of forgot about it. 
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But we went down the hill to see his brother, Stott has another 
brother down there. They were getting into a scrap over whether 
or not they’re going to graze this mining claim or not. We find 
a fellow by the name of Toman down there. He says, "Those crazy 
sons of bitches, they’re trying to keep me from using this area, 
they told me not to put my sheep in here." 


He put himself ahead and me behind the sagebrush, "If they come 
up I’m going to blow their God damn head off." But they never 
showed. Again that’s a story of some of the instances they have. 


I’m reminded of another one I didn’t experience, but Fu Quinn, an 
old district manager from Boise, was telling me of this 
experience, because there was a character up there who you will 
know. much better than I. 


Maybe you should be relating the story, but I knew the guy, he 
later left and went back to France, a guy by the name of Blackie 
Malar -- Patricio Emilio Malar. He was a real rough, tough son 
of a gun, he really scared hell out of people. It got to the 
point old Fu didn’t want to go out there, because, hell, it was 
dangerous, the guy would shoot him, the guy said he would. So it 
gets to the point where old Fu goes up to the US attorney, Paul 
Boyd, and Paul was giving him absolute first class counsel. 


Paul tells me this is true and he says, "You know, I told Fu, you 
go out to that God damn man’s place, you step right out, you go 
in there, pound on the door, and by God you stand up to him and 
tell him just what you think. And if that son of a bitch shoots 
you I’1ll prosecute him to the end of the law." 


And that’s the truth. 


Well, I guess these kind of stories you can go on and on with, 
but I’ve talked to Harold about some of them. 


MR. CARPENTER: That reminds me of a story Herman Oliver told. 
He found a bunch of sheep in the middle of his pasture. He got 
another fellow, they rode down there -- he was going to beat up 
the herder, but he was a great big man, they didn’t know whether 
they could handle him or not. So they kind of cussed him out, 
finally they got going pretty far and told him what a terrible 
business the sheep business was; why, it was disgraceful, nobody 
with any thought of himself would go in the sheep business. 


Then they turned their horses around to go away and the Basque 
herder stood up and he said, "Well, Mister, I’1l bet you got no 
pictures in your bible of Jesus Christ holding a steer in his 
arms." 


Harvey, you’re next. 
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MR. McDOWELL: I/’1l be real brief, this man is going to start 
using a shovel instead of a machine. 


I’m Harvey M. McDowell. We have our own streets and mountains 
right here in Phoenix. 


I will be real brief, I just want to make a point. I know 
Harold, Howard and Marvin were all kind of Haydenites; I feel 
that the greatest leader we’ve ever had in our little town is 
sitting at the table, Mr. Carpenter. You’ve been a great 
inspiration to all of us. When I was eight years old he led what 
would ordinarily be our scout troop, but we were boy rangers, we 
all rode horseback, trips into the hills, very great. 


The statement that he learned his initial combat activity at 
country school meetings is right, you go into the room, there 
would be two factions or more on each side, you wouldn’t speak, 
you didn’t vote except by written vote. After he had let them 
run the course awhile he would get up on the stand and the 
meeting would end in very amiable conditions with a hand vote as 
it was better for the community which he led. With that 
experience he couldn’t have lost with the whole United States at 
his disposal. 


I think that was one of the greatest things. I dispute the fact 
that he lost two elections and won two elections. That may have 
been on a large scale; he won every election on a local level and 
always served our community very great. 


Just one other thing, I believe Russ, Joe and Marvin, we started 
in a little bit of a different area. We thought we knew which 
end of the cow to put the hay in, but they took us to school and 
about my second year there, I thought I’d like to get a job with 
this outfit. They offered me a job at $2,000 a year, big money. 
My mother counseled me, she always wanted me to get some letters 
behind my name, I didn’t take it. So I went on, graduated, had a 
good job washing dishes, making a living, and they hired me for 
$105 a month. We started more or less on range surveys. 


Marvin, I think one thing in the book that might expose it to 
just a little different area, I would like the people to read 
this, not only our group, to realize this initial management 
phase and all the sweat and blood. But I’d like it also to maybe 
have a chapter to show that the men who did carry on with this 
leadership within which all your old timers help so they can now 
meet all of the roles of conservation, land management, the big 
efforts and these things; not devote a lot of time, but to let 
them know this is where it started and I would like to see that 
they’re now meeting the test of our present day demands. 


And Martin Buzan is another authority on the range survey, I’d 
like to hear a word from Martin. That’s all I have to say. 
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MR. BUZAN: My early years, I started to work September, 1937. 
At that time there was three grazing districts in Arizona. The 
man in charge was the man that Ben mentioned, Hulling Ussery. 


Besides Mr. Ussery, who was the regional grazier, there were two 
other employees besides myself, that was a Otto Blakenagle. He 
was in St. George, Utah, this was the Arizona strip district 
office. ; 


The other man was Jim Anderson, he and I graduated from school at 
the same time and we started to work for the old Grazing Service, 
Givision of grazing, about the same time. 


MR. CARPENTER: What became of Blakenagle? 


MR. BUZAN: He died in Deming; he worked in Deming several years 
and then died. 


But my years with the division of grazing and Grazing Service 
prior to World War Two are almost entirely on range surveys and 
special services in connection with range adjudication, that’s 
investigation of base properties, which in Arizona, New Mexico, 
were developed livestock waters and undeveloped waters. So I 
missed out on a lot of the humorous incidents that went on at the 
board meetings and livestock meetings. 


However, in our own little way we had: our amusing incidents. In 
my particular work I had to borrow or rent horses or mules to get 
in the back country and make surveys, locate the base properties. 
And more often than not rangers like to play jokes on these 
fellows, and if they had a wild animal that had been ridden very 
sparsely, you might say, you invariably got that animal, so you 
had to be on your toes. 


But it was interesting work and I recall that the director that 
followed Mr. Carpenter kind of gave our regional director hell 
about 1940; that was Ray Patex at the time, for having so many 
appeals in Arizona. I think that we had close to a hundred 
appeals, and my particular job was investigating and testifying 
at hearings. 


But one thing you can say that came out of it, I think Arizona 
was the first one that was adjudicated and set up their 
allotments division and completed their allotment division 
fencing, which brings up a suggestion. Now, you’ve mentioned the 
advisory board members should be given a chapter in your book. 
But I think some of the early individuals, maybe you have this in 
mind, certainly early individuals that had an awful lot of 
influence on the younger people that started to work, like Jim 
Anderson, myself and Russ, these people like Russ, Mollihan, 
Carpenter -- there ought to be pictures, I think, and something 
about these individuals right at the beginning of the book, just 
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the early people that ran the show. Mr. Brooks would be one of 
them. Do you have that in mind? 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes, it hadn’t come up specifically, but you take 
Kerr, he waS a major general; Peterson. Mollihan did get 
something in. But I think we’ll have to have a little sketch of 
what they call the advanced guard that’s gone on ahead of us. 


MR. BEEHLER: You mentioned Ray Painter; Harold was there, but 
they tell the story at Washington, the regional conference there, 
he’s the only man that could back down old Rutledge. 


They had a big party, drank a lot of booze, a hell of a big bill, 
and they tried to hand it in to Ray Painter. He says, "That old 
son of a bitch over there, he makes more money than I do," and by 
golly he had to pay it. 


MR. BURBACK: They were talking about the director then. 


MR. KLEMME: Milo Demming told me a story about Rutledge. He 
said Rutledge in those days when he was in the Forest Service 
wouldn’t allow anybody to have a swig of liquor around them at 
all, the foresters. After he got in the Grazing Service like 
that, later on he became a real booze hound, sometimes they had 
to carry him home. 


MR. CARPENTER: Milo Deming is a fellow who should surely have 
notice in this book. Can we get somebody else to write up? 
Because he was in the forefront -- well, the very first on range 
Classification, and he was a real scientist. 


And Hugh Brian. Hugh Brian is the man that invented the 
difference between above and below the snow line. Below the snow 
line with year ‘round grazing it was water, and above that it was 
feed. Now, that was a great distinction. 


And then Brian was a Rhodes scholar and very meticulous, he 
thought he could show the difference in the range in the railroad 
right-of-way in the range outside the right-of-way because of the 
water used by the pullman trains and flush and so on, that it 
gave water out there. He insisted on making a study of that, 
nothing came of it. 


But old Hugh was a wonderful guy. I’m glad you brought up those 
names. I think we should get J. Q. Peterson, those names that 


they weren’t here to tell about it, but we can get something put 
in. That’s a darn good thought. 


MR. KLEMME: Where’s Frank Moore now? 
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VOICE: Over in Parker until the 15th of this month, then he’1ll 
go back to Grand Junction. He’s not too well, a couple of heart 
attacks, and a pain all the time, bursitis. 


MR. KLEMME: How about Painter? 


VOICE: I saw him in Hatch three weeks ago. He’s all right. 
He’s lost his wife and got another wife. 


MR. CARPENTER: Lester, we’ve come around to you now. 


MR. BROOKS: My name is Lester Brooks, and at the time the Taylor 
Grazing Act was passed, J. Q. Peterson and I were in Los Angeles 
working for the Geological Survey in connection with the City of 
Los Angeles, in cooperation with the City of Los Angeles, one at 
Owens Valley and one at Blake Basin where they have their water 
supply headquarters. 


We got a telegram long about early July, 1934, to be in Salt Lake 
to a meeting of stockmen and others because of the Taylor Grazing 
Act. So we drove to Salt Lake City for that meeting and attended 
it and at the conclusion of the meeting they told me to go to 
Alturas, California, as quickly as I could complete my assignment 
in the Los Angeles area. 


I completed that assignment long about the middle of August and 
the 15th of August I went to Alturas with instructions to make a 
study of that area and a preliminary report of what it consisted 
of and of the livestock problems and so on for use of the 
director of grazing. 


So I went from about the middle of August and I think our 
organization meeting, when was it, in October? 


MR.. CARPENTER: Yes, that fall. 


MR. BROOKS: I worked in that area until that meeting, and then 
at the conclusion of the meeting I was sent to Reno. They told 
me that I probably would be assigned there. 


Well, anyway, I was assigned there and was told to organize, set 
up an office. So I went, they had a room in the post office 
building -- in fact, it was two rooms. There was no equipment. 

I made inquiry and eventually I found a couple of old broken down 
desks and chairs in the same condition and the typewriter that 
was badly worn, and I had no stenographer, no clerk at that time. 
So the Washington office started hunting for a clerk and 
eventually found one, so that was the beginning of the office at 
Reno, which was later to be the regional office for Nevada and 
California. 
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Well, anyway, I attended the meeting in October and Farry was 
there and organized the district and the stockmen were very 
interested and they accepted very cooperative, they elected their 
advisory board and Vic Christianson was the chairman of the 
advisory board; he continued to be chairman as long as I was in 
Nevada. 


Well, anyway, these first meetings, board meetings, started out 
as I think somebody said they lasted three or four days, or four 
or five days or a week. Anyway, about that time, well, at that 
first board meeting we had all bigshots, you might say from the 
director on down, Jerry Kerr, Archie Ryan, Joe Leach and a whole 
bunch of others from other states were there at that board 
meeting, and before the meeting was over, however, all of the 
upper rated people were gone, they left Brooks in charge. 


And I remember one other meeting the same way, although Burns, 
organizer of district two, wasn’t in our territory, I was 
assigned to go to that organizational meeting -- well, no, it was 
the first board meeting. And Farry Carpenter and I think 
somebody from the department was there at that meeting, and 
surrounding regional graziers were there, and people from the 
director’s office in Salt Lake City were there. Well, anyway, 
that meeting lasted a week and the only one to survive was 
Brooks. I mean the only one of the officers, or the only ones 
that were in charge of it. 


Anyway, that was something new to me. I’d been working with the 
geological survey in land classification work. And the land 
classification work, my work was with the land, not with people. 
So that being left in charge of a meeting was very foreign to me 
and I’m sure I didn’t enjoy it too well the first time or two. 


MR. CARPENTER: But you did a good job, Lester; you rated 
yourself too low, you turned out to be a terrific politician. 


MR. BROOKS: Well, thank you. 


Anyway, I enjoyed all the time that I was in the service, we had 
a lot of rough problems as all of you know, at least at that time 
we thought they were rough and I surely did enjoy my experience 
with the division of grazing and later with the Grazing Service 
and Bureau of Land Management. There were a lot of interesting 
episodes that I could recall, but I’m sure that the time doesn’t 
permit relation of very many of them. 


Francis awhile ago mentioned that some of the meetings at Ely he 
attended and helped with and conducted. He and I were together 
at a meeting in Austin when that part of the district, that part 
of the state, hadn’t gone into a district in the south central 
part. The Secretary’s office kept asking when those people were 
going to go into a district, and eventually they decided that 
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they’d better hold a meeting there and see whether we could 
induce them to go into a grazing district. The Secretary didn’t 
want to force anybody in the grazing district at that time. 


Well, anyway, we held a meeting, Farry held one in Ely and there 
was to be one coming up later down in Austin in the south part of 
the state. And so he directed that I go down and take care of 
that meeting, and that was the hottest meeting I was ever in my 
life, and still is. 


Anyway, those people down there said they were boxed in and they 
didn’t need any supervision; their land, the public land, in 
their area. I left Reno one morning the day of the meeting -- 
leaving early in the morning, I was to get to Austin about 10:00 
o’clock. I got there, I kind of suspected that there was 
something going on, I didn’t know exactly what. Anyway, I come 
to find out they had a meeting the night before, planned their 
strategy, and that was to get a vote among the stockmen as early 
as possible that they were not in favor of a grazing district. 


Well, I was told in my instructions to inform them of what the 
Taylor Grazing Act was and what the administrative procedure was 
and just all about it. So I took a long enough material of our 
past experience what we had been through, what we were doing, 
what our plans were, what our objectives were, so that I kept 
them busy until long about 11:00, 11:30 in the morning. I still 
had some more in the afternoon. We didn’t want them to vote 
until I’d had a change to give them the information that I was 
supposed to have given them about grazing districts. 


Anyway, I stayed them off until about 11:30 or 12:00 o’clock; I 
think Francis was in on it, too, he put in his four-bits worth, 
and we were to come back at 1:30 or 2:00 o’clock, which we did. 


And somebody got up and said, "Move we vote on it." So I told 
them they could vote pretty soon, but I still had some more 
information I was supposed to give them. Well anyway, Francis 
and I both talked and we postponed it for awhile, giving them 
this additional information. 


In the meantime they cussed us out; even some of the women took 
it up, called us names and the Government names, and so on. 


Eventually I let them vote, and of course the vote is as you 
might guess, the vote was very much against going in a grazing 
district. I don’t remember the exact vote, but somewhere around 
67 against going and about 8 for. 


MreeRLORDAN, One for, I ‘think. 
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MR. BROOKS: Anyway, they were arguing during the early part of 
the meeting. After they voted they changed completely, they 
thanked us who were there, they all said we did a good job. 


Anyway, that’s some of the experiences. Of course there were 
many others, I won’t take the time now. 


As for as your suggestion about the advisory boards are 
concerned, I think that the advisory boards were a big help. In 
fact, I know they were in the districts where I worked. 


At one board meeting in Ely I remember about the second year 
after the district was organized, one of our board members, Pop 
Mooreman, got up and made a statement. He said, "We know there 
has been collusion and so on in the early part," he said, "we 
didn’t agree with your ideas or with the ideas of the Grazing 
Service or the division of grazing, and we were all fighting each 
other." 


He said, "The sheepmen, the cattlemen weren’t getting along." He 
said, "Now, the sheepmen and cattlemen can both go to the same 
meeting and get along very well." 


And he says, "I think the Grazing Service has learned something, 
too, and. I’m sure glad that we have come to terms and can agree 
with each other and meet in the same meeting and come out 
peacefully." 


That’s one of the comments Bud Mooreman made. 
I sure appreciate, Farry, all this group, seeing them and being 
able to meet with you and talk with each other again and rehearse 


some of the old times we had. We worked hard, but I’m sure we 
all enjoyed it. 


MR. CARPENTER: Thank you, Lester. 

VOICE: Were you speaking of Warner Griswold? 

MR. BROOKS: I mean Francis Riordan. Weren’t you there, Francis? 
MR. CARPENTER: Warren? 


MR. SHOLES: Well, It’s getting way past 4:00 o’clock, I notice, 
so I’d better not talk too much. 


My name is Warren Sholes. I was the original grazier in 


districts four and five, Wyoming, under Mr. Harold Burback, who 
was one of the speakers here. We organized those two districts, 
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and I placed the headquarters of the two at Green River, Wyoming, 
because of the fight between the cattlemen and the sheepmen, they 
were certainly at odds with one another. The cattlemen were all 

small businessmen, the sheepmen all run large herds, most of them 
had chairs on this Rock Springs Grazing Association, which was a 

large checkerboard lease, that is the checkerboard being, as you 

all know, the odd sections. 


Well, I was one of the original men who had been detailed to the 
Grazing Service to work with Farry here in organizing the Grazing 
Service, putting it together. 


My first job was to prepare status maps from the various land 
office plats, and we made these plats by spotting on the various, 
on a large geological survey map, the areas in which the public 
domain land was, or what was later called federal range. And we 
put that in red. 


Those maps were for Montana and North and South Dakota and 
Wyoming, and I don’t remember whether we prepared them for 
Colorado or not. But anyway for those particular states. And 
the one for Wyoming we used for years in working with our Grazing 
Service, grazing district administration. 


The outstanding part that I remember, I was in the advisory board 
for district four, that was the Green River district. I hada 
lot of probably crazy ideas as to how I’d like to have this range 
administered, and guess -- excuse me, I’m getting old, I guess, I 
can’t think of the word I want to. But at any rate, set up 
different areas for the different stockmen to graze their stock 
in. But every time I’d propose something in the board meeting, 
then one of our members from Corkville, a friend of Russ’s there, 
J. D. Moblett, he would sit down there and he’d fold his hands 
and roll his eyes around; oh, he’d do that for several minutes 
and finally he’d come up and tell the reasons why that 
proposition could not go through. 


Of course I couldn’t get the board then to approve it. 


There was four stockmen, or four cattlemen, and was it eight 
sheepmen, I think the proportion was, because of the scarcity of 
cattle compared with the great number of sheep in the district. 
So we had an awful time getting through. 


And of course the banker, the chairman of the board, John Hay, he 
had to go along with the sheepmen because he had loaned them all 
money, apparently to carry them through this depression, most all 
of them, and he kind of wanted to listen to them and see that 
they were taken care of, so that they could pay him back. 


At any rate, John was a wonderful man, though, to handle a 
meeting, I had no trouble at all with him and he would accept J. 
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D. Moblett’s opinion, because J. D. was one of the grazers in 
this checkerboard area. And he as Russ would know, he would give 
the reasons which would fit his setup and they would also fit 
generally the other setup of the other herders. 


Well, of course like our friend Lester says, I could go on and 
give incident after incident, but I’d better shut up. 


MR. PENNY: Can I have the opportunity to recall or refresh 
Warren’s memory, two instances which bear on what you say, if you 
don’t mind me doing this, Warren. 


MR. SHOLES: Sure, go ahead. 


MR. PENNY: Warren, you’1l recall when I first came to work for 
you, you took me to a meeting in Big Piney, Wyoming, we went toa 
small one room meeting house in Big Piney. We were receiving 
applications for livestock. As you mentioned the Sublette 
district was known at that time as district number five, it was 
separated from district number four, the Green River District, 
the Green River District by Fontenelle Creek, which was just 
south of the Sheep-Cattle deadline. 


MRSGSHOLES: Right. 


MR. PENNY: the sheep deadline extended from Names Hill out to 
Sugar Loaf Butte into the desert, and some of the advisory board 
members we had at that time I understood were parties, had the 
reputation anyway of having been parties to having shot up the 
sheep camps; they being very young men at that time, of course. 


At this particular meeting we were taking these applications and 
in the group was a family and I’m sure you know the Budd family, 
Farry. 


ME. -CARPENTER: Yes. 


MR. PENNY: John Budd was on our board; his brother John Budd, 
Henry Budd, a heister by the name of Sadie Osterholt, who was 
also running cattle. This was in the Big Battle. 


Charlie Budd who ran cattle also had a small number of sheep that 
he ran from just around the ranch there, I think about 200 head. 
The fight was developing because the Sublette people were trying 
to maintain that district strictly as a cattle district and they 
were not going to have any sheep in there. So here was Charlie 
Budd trying to get a permit for this little bunch of sheep, and 
anyway the family was fighting. 

Eventually Charlie got up and left and I can remember vividly 
Charlie having, or John saying, "Well, he’s my brother, but as 
far as I’m concerned he’s a son of a bitch of a sheep herder." 
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The other instance I wanted to refresh your memory about was 
another instance that you had a big part to play in, was a 
hearing involving J. D. Moblett and Byron Ball. Byron Ball was a 
real tall gaunt, rather illiterate type of cowboy and J. D. 
Moblett, of course, was a very shrewd well known sheepman, of 
course. 


This was one of the earliest hearings we had, we represented the 
livestock men ourselves, you might say, as counselors, I don’t 
think they every had a lawyer represent them. At this hearing 
Joe Leach was the hearing examiner, and so Byron Ball came to you 
and to me and said, "Say, how about you fellows representing me? 
Will you fellows do that, okay?" 


You said, "Sure, we’ll help you, Byron." So they started the 
hearing. 


J. D. Moblett got to the point where he was doing some cross 
examining. Behind him was P. W. Spaulding, who at that time was 
president of the Wyoming Bar Association, and was also on the 
Green River District Board as a sheep representative. And P. W. 
was handing notes to J. D. and J. D. was asking some pretty smart 
questions, you know. Of course, he was a pretty smart man 
himself. 


He got through, poor old Byron had been put through the paces 
pretty much and Joe Leach finally asked Byron Ball if he would 
like to cross examine Mr. Moblett. And, "Yeah," he said, "I 
would." 

So he gets up there and he was not too well educated, but he was 
not short on brain, by any manner or means. He said, "Mr. 
Moblett, you’ve been in the sheep business a long while?" 
"Yes, yes." 

"How long?" 

"Oh, I guess sixty years." 

"Well, yes, I think I’m pretty well known." 

"The fact is, everybody knows you?" 


"Yes, I’m pretty well Known." 


He says, “"Isn’t it a fact that anybody that knows you knows 
you’re nothing but a God damn horse thief?" 


Joe Leach says, "Strike it from the record, strike it from the 
record." 
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Do you remember that, Warren? 
MR. SHOLES: "I sure do." 


MR. RIORDAN: I left one story for Les, but he didn’t tell it, 
and he did say that he enjoyed every minute of his career. I can 
recall one afternoon I don’t think he enjoyed too well. 


To give you a little background, Burt Hedre owned the biggest 
saloon in Ely, he had a night club and all the gambling tables 
and the spread.d I was one of his preferred customers, aS was my 
family before me. 


I had an uncle you know who was a charter member of Alcoholic 
Unanimous. Some years he couldn’t pay his dues, he sent in the 
empties and they gave him credit. Uncle Hezzy died in the 
Capitol, in Burt Hedre’s saloon. He was drinking champagne out 
of a dancing girl’s slipper, he choked to death on two corn pads. 


Anyway, we were having one of these lengthy board meetings, 
everything was going pretty smooth, Les was getting a long 
opinion, it was after three or four years. I saw Burt in the 
Capitol, "What in the hell are you doing around town? Do you 
live here now? 


I said, "No we’ve got a board meeting going on down at the 
courthouse." 


He said, "What’s a board meeting?" 

So I explained to him. He said, "Who’s on this board?" 

He said, "I think these boys need liquid refreshment." 

I said, "No, don’t send anything down to Burt." 

They would all go over to this Basque restaurant, they’d get 
loaded up on this red wine. They were coming back a few of them 
a little unsteady on their feet by afternoon. 

Low and behold the next day, the board is congregated, half a 
case of bonded bourbon, four or five cases of beer, the glasses, 


the ice, the spoons, the mixer, everything. And all open and all 
the whole board guarding. 


"Listen, we’ve got to get that whiskey out of the board meeting, 
this is a federal meeting." 


I said, "Well, I don’t know, maybe we can take it out on the 
Sidewalk, they’11l all follow you down there anyway." 
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So to make a long story short they got pretty well swacked, every 
time a Utah application would come up without any question, 
"Rejected." 


"Hey u | 
"Rejected." 


So they rejected all the Utah applications. Les had to run them 
through later on, the last day he ran the Utah applications 
through. 


MR. BROOKS: I had forgotten about that. 


MR. RIORDAN: Well, I left it for you, but I don’t think you had 
any ancestors that were patronizing the bar or anything like 
that. 


There was a sheep story, we had an old neighbor not too far from 
us, about 50 miles, a Texan, took up a little homestead. These 
Basque sheep moved in, the usual setup, sheep wagon, commissary 
wagon, one tended camp while the other herded. 


Bob goes out to move them off, they were grazing right in his | 
door yard, as was customary. So he gave them a talking to. He 
said, "I’1ll be back tomorrow and make you move if you don’t 
move." 


So the next day he looked out and they’re still there, only about 
a mile from his horses with the sheep wagon. So he started, got 
on his horse and was riding up to it. They had an old .44 rifle. 
Those old .44s held about fourteen shells in the magazine and one 
in the chamber. So they emptied this gun at him as he was riding 
his horse towards the sheep wagon, they couldn’t hit him, they 
were notoriously poor shots. 


He goes in the sheep wagon, kicked the door in. They couldn’t 
find any more shells very fast, I guess. 


He got in there and started working them over. One of them got 
out, but he got the other one, get him out in front and I saw him 
a couple weeks afterwards. He said, "Well, I put a couple of 
waddles on that guy and he’s going to run crooked from now on." 


What he had done, he knocked him out the door, sat on him and 
took a large rock and just scrambled him frontward. He had his 
whole scalp down over his eyes. 


I talked to the doctor that sewed the guy up. He said, "He sure 
put waddles over his eyes." 
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MR. KLEMME: I/’d like to ask a couple questions here. I want to 
ask, was old Charlie Alcorn, the Government representative on the 
Arizona strip, the only goat representative we had in the United 
States? Does anybody know of any other goat representative other 
than Alcorn? 


MR. CARPENTER: He was the only goat representative, and we had a 
horse representative up in Montana. 


MR. KLEMME: No, we had one in Oregon, too, Jack Swisher. 


MR. CARPENTER: I remember the horse representative in Montana. 
And I said, "How many horses are running up there?" He said, 
"There aren’t any horses running up there." . 


I said, "How did you get on the board?" 


He said, "Well, this was a cattle range and they sent the sheep 
on it, ate it down so close the cattle had to leave. In order to 
get it back for the cattle we stocked it with horses. Anda 
horse can go on a sheep range where they’ve nibbled it to the 
ground and pulled the roots out." 


He said, "Horses will run sheep off the range. We kept 500 to 
1,000 horses up there until we rid that range until the sheep had 
to get off. Now, we’re going back with the cattle." 


He told me that story. And I expect there’s some truth to it. 


MR. MCDOWELL: One of Marvin’s clients, Taft Miller, took us out 
in the valley in Oregon. He said the sagebrush had covered over 
entirely because they took the horses off, when the horses were 

there they pawed the grass off so the grass could come. 


MR. KLEMME: 1/11 make a few comments, I want to start off first 
by saying I agree completely with Harold here in regard to 
getting out the book. He made very good suggestions, I guess 
those have been recorded, those are pretty much my thoughts, too, 
a lot of human interest stories like that. We don’t want to 
duplicate each other’s work. 


These laws, if every one of us goes ahead and tries to give the 
background of the Taylor Grazing act it would make an awful -- 
and I think that belongs to Farry here -- that that’s the central 
part of the communication. Farry’s should cover all of that and 
the regions should confine their material pretty much to human 
interest stories, and things like that. 


I think we should have a list, each region I think should get up 
a list of the original advisory boards, don’t you think? 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes. 
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MR. KLEMME: That should be up to each region. But they could be 
put in either as an appendix, which I think Callihan suggested, 

or they could be put in, if you want to make a eiepler and put 
them in regions, this could be handled later. 


MR. CARPENTER: They were published in the grazing bulletin you 
remember that we got out, and all of those boards are in there. 
After about thirty years I asked every region in the United 
States to send me the list of those that were living, and I wrote 
a letter to every one that was living. And I got back and I 
still have those letters. And in one of those letters there was 
a fellow in Oregon that had always been on the board, but he had 
his wife write the letter. Now he’s off the board, he’s 90 years 
old, his wife sent me a picture of him riding a horse and she 
said, "When he didn’t want to go to the meeting any more they 
elected me, and I’m now on the board in his place." 


I didn’t ask her age. But it’s interesting to know. 


And there’s any number where their sons have gone on and replaced 
them. I have a record of those, Marvin. We’1l have a chapter, 
maybe several chapters on the district advisors. And we’1l put 
in this information, the names, the original ones and then when 
we’ve heard from them. One was a senator down here in Arizona, 
he wrote me a nice letter. A couple of years ago I was here, 
walked up to the Capitol building, the old boy was in the Senate. 


VOICE: You remember Phil Tobin? 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes. Also, in showing the class of citizens that 
were elected, we should put on, I mentioned here one of them was 
the president of the bar association. As I mentioned, a 
Lieutenant Governor, they were distinguished people, many of 
them. 


MR. KLEMME: A lot of the chairmen were affiliated with finance 
organizations. In Oregon I think we had seven boards there, I 


think five of them were bankers or were agents for intermediate 
credit banks, or something like that. 


MR. CARPENTER: Jones didn’t do us any good. 
MR. KLEMME: Jim was president of the Vale Bank. 


MR. CARPENTER: About the only fellow that tried to exert 
financial interest, I think. © 


MR. KLEMME: Well, that’s about all I’ve got to say. I could 


tell a whole slew of stories like that, but I know our reporter 
is getting tired of us and they’1l come out in the publication. 
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As Harold said, "It will be a problem finding somebody to put 
this stuff all together. We’ve been expecting this man Callihan 
to designate somebody to piece this stuff altogether and I don’t 
know how that’s going to work out. 


MR. CARPENTER: I’m sure we’1ll get some help. 
MR. BURBACK: Don’t forget the Livingstone case. 
MR. CARPENTER: That alone dea take a chapter. 
VOICE: And the Neff fee suit. 


MR. CARPENTER: When it comes to enforcement we have quite a 
little. that early enforcement, the courts laid down the 
guidelines that we had to run by afterwards, and there were 
several suits, we’ll have to have a writeup on the legal 
enforcement, enforcement in the field and lack of enforcement. 


MR. KLEMME: That’s where Oregon comes in, and strong. We had 
the first arrest, Joe Odiago was arrested. Then two other cases, 
the United States Marshall came out and arrested them. 


Then we had the trouble of getting convictions and so forth like 
that. I almost got myself indicted by Judge Alder Fee for 
contempt of court, as he called it. 


MR. CARPENTER: Marvin wrote the Federal judge a letter and told 
him he’d had the case under advisement for a year and to get busy 
and decide it, that’s what he was being paid for. So I got the 
word Marvin was going to be in contempt of court. 


So I rushed down to Burns and got hold of that longlegged 
stenographer -- Marvin wouldn’t have any girls in his office. He 
said all they did was powder their nose and go in the restroom, 
and he had all men. 


I told Zimmerman, his secretary, if Marvin writes any more 
letters like this to a federal judge, you send them to me before 
you mail them. We’ve got to get him out of this before he ends 
up in Jail. 


One day the Secretary called me in. He said, "What’s going on in 
Oregon?" 


tfeeaid, “don’t Know, Sir.” 
"Well," he says, "here’s a telegram." He had a telegram from the 
governor of Oregon who was a retired major general. "If you 


don’t take Klemme out of this state I’m going to order the 
militia out." 
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I don’t know what it was, so I said, "All right, I’1ll go out.and 
see." 


So I went to Oregon and Marvin and I -- Marvin said, "Well, the 
boneheaded guy, he doesn’t know anything about lands." And he 
said, "I was getting all the state lands to come in with us and 
all of the eastern Oregon state land, largely in Sadu. 


"I have arrangements all made and we would handle them and give 
them a part of the fees, and then the ladies of Portland had a 
meeting which they said all the state lands were stolen, that’s 
over on the western slope where they were timbered, and they’re 
robbing the poor little school children, now they’re preparing to 
take all the state land and rob the school children, and we’ll 
appeal to the governor." 


So the governor called a meeting. The ladies delegation from 
Portland came, Marvin was there. When they were through the 
governor sounded off, it looked like a lot of votes to him in 
favor of the ladies. Marvin got up, he said he was sorry, 
governor, but you don’t know what you’re talking about, these are 
not valuable lands, they’re desert, you’d better not get your 
neck stuck out where you’re so ignorant, and the governor didn’t 
like it. 


Then when Marvin gave me the story I said, "Let’s go over and see 
the governor." 


So we gets in the car, we go to Eugene, I think it was, and the 
governor wasn’t there. We went to Salem. Well, the governor is 
at Bend making a political speech on the highway. 


We turned around and went to Bend. When we got to Bend I looked 
in the dining room, the governor was standing up and laying it on 
to the highway boys and Chamber of Commerce. 


I said, "Marv, this is a poor time to see him." In the morning I 
got up early, I said, "Marv, you stay out here, the governor 
doesn’t like your looks." I went in, the governor was eating all 
alone at the table. "Good morning Governor," I said, "my name is 
Carpenter, Secretary Ickes has a very high regard for you, sir, 
he wants to do anything you want and he sent me out here to see 
if there’s any way I can help out on the situation." 


He said, "Yes," he said, "you bet there is." 


He said, "That God damn Klemme, I don’t want him around here any 
more." 


I said, "Well, now, Governor, I want to tell you something about 
that boy." 
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I said, "He was a Marine, he was a horse serviceman, he was in 
the habit of calling a spade a spade. I think you’re that kind 
OLanan, too.” 


He said, "Was he a Marine?" 

"Yes," I said, "he was." 

He said, "Send him in here." 

I said, “Marv.” 

Marvin came in, he says, "Were you a Marine?" 

Marvin said, "Yes." 

"Who did you serve under?" 

"Smedley Butler." 

"Let’s go up to the room and have a drink." 

Everything was okay. Ain’t that the truth, Marv? 

MR. KLEMME: Well, it’s about half right. 

I want to suggest one more thing, then I will quit. 

This dude with the law enforcement that might have got me into 
some serious trouble, arresting a man and taking away his sheep. 
This fellow Joe Odiago had it planned when we come out and 
arrested him, he had a check made out to his herder telling him 
he’s canned, the sheep belong to Klemme now. 

So Jim Jones, who’s the chairman of the board at that time, and 
the United States Marshall and myself, and I believe old Sid 
Stoner, I believe he was with us, he was from the DI. 

We went up and of course Joe Odiago saw us coming. The marshall 
went over and served the notice on him like that. He ran right 
over to hand the check over to his herder. I tried to get the 
marshall to stop him, but he didn’t get there in time. 
Fortunately, Jim Jones knew the herder, he talked to him. He 
said, "Wee here, I’1l see you get your wages, Joe, after he 
spends a couple days in jail he’1ll be glad to come back." 

But the question I wanted to know, who would have been 
responsible for those sheep if the herder had pulled out and left 
and we’d have taken Joe on down and put him in jail and left 
those sheep out there and the coyotes would have killed 50 or 60 
during the next couple of nights. Could they have brought suit 
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against me? Could they have brought suit against the United 
States Marshall? Or what’s the legal part on it? 


I tried to get a decision back from Washington and tried to get 
Sam Moser, back there. 


MR. CARPENTER: He was on the solicitor’s staff. You couldn’t 
get the solicitor to take the buck on anything. 


MR. KLEMME: That was the problem that we had to contend with. 


MR. CARPENTER: Just a moment, we’ve had a great evening here, we 
hate to leave, but I think we have a mass of information here and 
I think from it we can get a great deal and I think kind of shake 
the thing down to where we see what we want for many divisions of 
the book, Marvin. 


Callihan assures me that the department itself will take a great 
interest in reviewing, revising, editing, publishing, and all the 
rest on this. 


We are, so to speak, the advisory board to the department, and 
I’m sure they’re going to cooperate with us, and we’ll just keep 
going on it and you’ll hear from me from time to time. I’ve now 
got, if you get it, the names and addresses of all of you. 
Marvin and I will serve as kind of a central committee here. 


I can’t make a guess as to the time, Marvin’s published several 
books, he knows better than I do. It will certainly be a year or 
maybe two years before we get this. I think if we can get the 
CccC camps to really assign somebody to write it up and put the 
pictures in it will make a very interesting story. 


MR. FALLINI: Are you likely to be asking for information from 
those of us who sent our reports in? 


MR. CARPENTER: Yes, we will from time to time, you know. 
MR. KLEMME: It will be human interest stuff mostly. 


MR. CARPENTER: Some of the things mentioned here, there may be 
some loopholes in it, we may want to write and fill in the 
details. 


Here you can tell a story with your hands and your face, you tell 
part of it. When the reporter writes it up, the hands and the 
face won’t be there, and we’1ll have to get it filled in, there’d 
be that. But I think just this afternoon we’ve put out enough 
stuff here to write a couple of volumes. 


MR. RIORDAN: If someone wants "When it Rains," I have a copy of 
that. 
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MR. CARPENTER: That was the answer to the American National 
Cattlemen’s song, to do something with the range, because they 
said, "You can’t do anything with the range, God will do it." 


MR. RIORDAN: There’s, "Beal’s Trail Without Success," and I’ve 
got an attic full of books. 


MR. CARPENTER: Francis, if you fellows get on it, if you’1ll mail 
it to me I’1l have copies made and send it back to you 
afterwards. I/’11 act as sort of a central collecting agency. 

I’m in touch with Marv all the time, we write back and forth all 
the time. 


MR. RIORDAN: Did you save a copy of the early regulations and 
early codes? 


MR. CARPENTER: I’ve got quite a little stuff there, I think 
we’re on the way, Buster. 


I’m just like a friend of mine, he moved his residence, he went 
back to Princeton, he had graduated there. I wrote and said, 
"How long will you be in Princeton?" He said, "My next address 
will be the cemetery." 


And mine will be Hayden and my next address will be the cemetery. 


MR. BURBACK: I’ve got a copy of that, the minutes of that first 
meeting in Grand Junction. And I’ve got a lot of pictures of all 
states, and CC work. 


MR. CARPENTER: These birds are trying to write Ph.D. doctorates 
from all around the country, I would send them something and 
they’d never return it. So finally somebody said, "If you don’t 
want that scattered all over the face of North America you’d 
better put it in somebody’s hands." So I went into the library, 
the university library of the City and County of Denver, and they 
have a wonderful department of western history. And I took 
everything that I had down there and they classified it and 
Howard Beehler put some stuff in there. And I would urge all of 
you to send anything there, while you can send it. And that’s a 
good central place. Either Denver or Salt Lake City are the 
natural focal points for the range, really Salt Lake City is more 
on the range than Denver. But Denver was on the job, they have a 
very wonderful library. 


Marvin went in and spent several days there. You’1l find every 
cooperation, they’1ll bring them out, give you a desk, furnish you 
assistants, and they’re very anxious to get these original 
documents. Generally these things are not done by the original 
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people, and later on the student digs it all out. He quotes this 
newspaper, that, and the other. But here we have the advantage 
that the original actors are still ambulant, and we hope will be 
for a few more years. 


MR. RIORDAN: This may be a suggestion, maybe it doesn’t relate 
to this book particularly, but if the word could get around to 
the families of a bunch of old timers that when we pass on, 
instead of flowers, somebody send a book to one of these 
libraries, regular dedication sheet. 


MR. CARPENTER: That would be a great help, Francis. 

Well, I hope, fellows, next year about this time let’s plan on 
having a little get together again. And we can find out the 
progress of the book and further needs of the book. Of course 
when the book is published there will be no trouble getting 
together, because at that time as the sales mount we will 
distribute the dividends. 

MR. RIORDAN: I/’11 interrupt my golf game to be here. 

MR. CARPENTER: I guess we’1ll adjourn then. 


(Whereupon, at approximately 5:00 o’clock p.m. the meeting was 
adjourned. ) 
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